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PREFACE TO: 
THE IMAGERY IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

 
Dear Reader:
I was teaching these lessons as a Bible Study for our Wednesday evening prayer meeting when it became apparent that there was a lot of interest in the subject.  So my wife encouraged me to put the lessons down on paper and share them with our Sunday school class as well.  This is why the lessons appear in outline form, making them easier to teach and explain.  
	  But once the decision was made to combine all my lessons into a book, it was still difficult for some to visualize the imagery being explained.  That is why the illustrative drawings were added. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words. Once a person could see a picture of the imagery, it was much easier to comprehend the meaning behind each picture.

	   Finally, knowing how illustrations help to make sermons come alive, I was led to add some personal stories from my own life at the end of some of the lessons to demonstrate how applicable the symbols and the lessons can be to real life situations.

	  My prayer is that all of this will help this book to come alive for you as well.  May the Lord bless you as you grow in your knowledge of Him and His Holy Word.

											Sincerely,


											Pastor George Gnade
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BIBLE STUDIES ON: 
THE IMAGERY IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
INTRODUCTION 
128

 	1. There are as many books as there are theories on the Book of Revelation. All of these theories are based on their own presuppositions, often reading ideas into the text that may not really be there. So my purpose for this Bible Study was to only draw conclusions based on what the Scriptures said about themselves.
	2. To illustrate this, in Rev. 1:20, it says: “The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” In this case, God clearly tells us what the imagery means. I believe that is how to discover what all the imagery means.
 		a. It does not take a scholar to realize that this book is full of imagery, pictures that must be properly interpreted if we are to correctly interpret the book itself.
 		b. In the case of the seven stars and the seven lampstands, their meaning is clearly given to us by the Book of Revelation itself. But other times, we must search the Scriptures to discover the meaning intended in the text.
 	 3. This last statement is based on my belief that the Bible is God’s Word, written by many writers under the influence of the Holy Spirit. And since the Book of Revelation is the last of these books, it should not surprise us that it draws on information that can be found throughout the entire Bible. 
  		 a. For example, in Gen. 3:14-24, God puts a curse upon our world because sin had now entered the world. In Rev. 22:3, Jesus teaches us that after sin and His enemies have been defeated “there will be no more curse.”
 		 b. In Gen. 2:9, we were introduced to “the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” After they sinned, God made sure Adam and Eve did not eat from the tree of life and “live forever.” This is obviously the background required to understand Rev. 22:2, 5 where it says “on each side of the river stood the tree of life” and “they will reign with Him for ever and ever.” 
 	 4. So my goal in this study is to take each symbol or picture found in the Book of Revelation and allow the Bible itself to tell us what it means.
	5. Having said that, let me encourage you to read this book in two different ways.
		a. One way is to read it devotionally. Each study is complete in itself. Each study researches the Word of God on the topic in question. So a person can receive a rich blessing by meditating on each chapter one day at a time.  I used it as a Bible study for our prayer meeting, knowing that different people would come each week.  They were blessed by it.
		b. Another way to read this book is to use it to understand the Book of Revelation better. Once you understand the symbols, you will also have more insight into the book itself.
		c. Because I used this for prayer meeting and my Sunday school class, I made sure each lesson was complete in itself.  That means I did have to repeat some information as it overlapped into the study of other symbols.  But that may be a blessing since repetition can help us retain some ideas better.
 
	6. Now the book “BIBLE STUDIES ON: THE IMAGERY IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION” is divided up into three smaller books.
		a. The first book is called “THE KING OF GLORY” and explains many of the symbols used for the Lord Jesus Christ.  These symbols are primarily found in Revelation chapter one, but there are a few more that I researched in chapters two through six. So it may be helpful to read these chapters before you learn about the symbols.
		b. The second book is called “THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST” and explains many of the symbols used to describe the church. These are primarily found in Revelation chapters two and three, but there are a few found elsewhere.  Again, it is always good to read the chapter or chapters under discussion before studying the symbol being discussed.
		c. The third book deals with “THE VISION” itself. This begins with chapter four and continues to the end of the book.  Most of the time the symbols are studied in the order that they occur so you can get a pretty good idea of how the Book of Revelation was written. 

	7. To understand the Book of Revelation, however, it is helpful to understand that these are visions that do not necessarily happen in chronological order.
		a. Chapters four through eleven present everything from God’s point of view, explaining what God is doing.  Then chapters twelve through twenty emphasize what Satan is doing, but a lot of the events overlap.
		b. I will explain in this book how Revelation chapter five is a vision of the ascension of Christ.  In chapter twelve, we again learn of the ascension of Christ.
		c. The return of Christ is directly referred to many times, but I want to especially draw your attention to the references toward the end of Revelation chapter eleven and in Revelation chapter nineteen. So you should not be caught off guard to discover that some subjects like the last battle in history are also described more than once.  God is simply giving us different perspectives of some of the same events.

	8. Finally, I have provided an APPENDIX covering four different subjects.  In APPENDIX ONE, I explain the symbolic meaning of numbers in the Scriptures.  It may be helpful to read that first, simply because many of the numbers in the Book of Revelation have symbolic meanings. These meanings have been discovered by studying how each number is used throughout the Bible and observing the context in which it is used. 

 	9.  In APPENDIX TWO, I provide a summary of the Book of Revelation based on my studies as presented in this book.   It may be helpful to read this appendix before you read the contents of the book to give you an idea of what to expect.  But you might enjoy reading it again after studying this book because then you will understand it better.

 	10.  APPENDIX THREE and FOUR provide information on the antichrist and the role of Israel.  These are simply meant to clarify a few issues, especially as they relate to the Book of Revelation.

 	11.  As you read this book, I pray it will enrich your life, deepen your faith, and give you more insight into the Book of Revelation.



	
  










BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY

Lesson One: The Alpha and the Omega 
Scripture: Rev. 1:8 “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”
1. The Greek alphabet begins with the letter “alpha” and ends with the letter “omega.” This means that anything we need to know is to be found in Christ.
 		 a. In John 1:1 and 3 it says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.”
 		 b. When Jesus speaks, it happens. When Jesus speaks, we need to listen. He is God’s message. He is wisdom personified. He is God.
 	2. When it says: “who is and who was and who is to come,” it speaks of His deity.  He has no beginning or end. When the Jews asked Jesus how He could possibly have known Abraham, He replied: “Before Abraham was born, I am!” In so doing, Jesus claimed to be God.  (John 8:58)
 		 a. In Exodus 3:14, Moses asked God what His name was that he should use in talking to the people of Israel. He was told to tell them: “I am who I am!”  So Jesus also claimed to be the great “I Am.”
 		 b. In fact, all of the “I am” statements in the Gospel of John imply deity.  For example, “I am the bread of life.” “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” “I am the resurrection and the life.”
 	 3. In Rev. 21:6-7, it says: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all of this, and I will be his God, and he will be my son.”
  		a. Again, in Rev. 22:13-14 it says: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those that wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life.”
  		b. The Bible says in Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Jesus was already there in the beginning and created everything that has ever existed.
  		c. So “the beginning” is used to describe the beginning of the universe as we know it.  Because Jesus is God, He was already there when it all began.  In fact, He created it.  Nothing that happens, therefore, can catch God off guard. By calling Jesus “the alpha and the omega,” God wants us to know He can be trusted. He wants us to know everything is under His control. That is meant to encourage us and give us peace even when things get tough.
 	 4. But it is equally important to understand what is meant by “the end.”
 		 a. In Luke 1:33, we are told: “Of His kingdom, there shall be no end.” (KJV)  So some things will never end. We will have “eternal” or “everlasting life.” (John 3:16 KJV)
 		 b. Then what does it mean by the end?
 	 5. In Matthew 24:3-31, the disciples asked Jesus: “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus replied: “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (vs. 12-14)
  		a. Jesus goes on to describe the end in different ways.   In vs. 29-31, He says:  “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’  At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds…”
		b. Then He adds: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man…So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.” (vs. 36-44) 

	6. In Matthew chapter twenty-four, therefore, it seems clear that “the end” is being used to describe the return of Christ and the destruction of this world as we know it.
		a. In Eph. 1:10, it says: “to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment, to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.”		
 	b. So the end of this world as we know it will usher in another world where Jesus shall reign forever and ever. Jesus began it all, and Jesus will end it all.
 	 7. In Daniel 12:13, it says: “Go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” So it will be with us. “In the end” we too shall receive our inheritance from Christ. Because persecution in the early church was very great, Jesus wanted to assure them that He was “the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.”      (Rev. 21:6) “In the End” everything would work out just fine.
 	 8. This also has negative ramifications for the lost. In Psalm 7:9 it says: God will “bring to an end the violence of the wicked and make the righteous secure.” (See also: Psalm 37:35-38; Psalm 73:12-20)
 	 9. Finally, in Isaiah 46:10, it says: “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.” This is also very important. God has revealed to us through His Word and through Christ what is going to happen. Only God could do this. Thus He revealed all kinds of information about the first coming of Christ and has revealed all kinds of information about the second coming of Christ.
	  In Conclusion: No wonder the Book of Revelation begins with this awesome truth. It puts everything else in the book in perspective. It leaves no doubt as to who is in charge and who is revealing the future. 


Illustrative Story # 1: The Architect and Builder

	My father was a carpenter.  He did not build new houses, but he did put on additions and almost anything else you could think of.  I often helped him in my teenage years.  

	From my memory, my Dad rarely used an architectural drawing.  He seemed to see the plan in his mind’s eye, then simply ordered the material and did the work.  He transformed a house worth about $35,000 when he bought it into a place worth about $250,000 when he sold it.  I realize that inflation over the years helped.  But it amazed me how he transformed that house into our warm and beautiful home.

	Jesus is called the author and perfecter of our faith. (Heb. 12:2)  He planned everything without a drawing and brought everything into existence.  And in His mind’s eye, He knew exactly how He wanted everything to turn out in the end.  

	That means He also knows how He wants to transform you and me into vessels fit for His purposes.  For “He who began a good work” in us promises to “carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 1:6)  I find great comfort in that.


BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY
Lesson Two: The Son of Man
Scripture: Rev. 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen.”
 1. In Rev. 1:13, this person “coming with the clouds” is identified as the “Son of Man.”  Scholars all agree that this Son of Man is a reference to Daniel 7:13-14 where it says: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence.  He was given authority, glory, and sovereign power; all peoples, nations, and men of every language worshiped Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not be taken away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 
 2. If we look within the Book of Revelation itself, this is exactly what happens in Revelation chapter five. In this chapter, Jesus is called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” who appears as “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne...” (Rev. 5:5-6) Then it says: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” (Rev. 5:12)
 3. If we ask when Jesus came on the clouds to appear before His Father to receive power, the Bible tells us this occurred when He ascended into heaven. In Acts 1:9 it says: “He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.” Then we are told that “God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him a name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow...” (Phil. 2:9-10) And again, God “raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in this present age but also in the one to come.” (Eph. 1:20-21)
 4. In Acts 1:11 it says: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” So just as Jesus ascended through the clouds into heaven, some day He will come back through the clouds.
 5. That is what Jesus told the high priest before He was crucified. In fact, this is why He was crucified because everyone knew He was claiming to be the promised Messiah, spoken of in Daniel 7:13. In Matthew 26:63, the high priest said: “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” So Jesus, being under oath to tell the truth replied: “Yes, it is as you say. But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matt. 26:64)			 a. But notice one important difference. In Daniel 7:13, Jesus is going through the clouds to heaven to receive His rights to the throne and to be honored by His Father. In Matthew 26:64, Jesus prophecies how He will return the same way, this time as the judge of all the earth.
 		 b. This is what the Book of Revelation is going to be all about. In Revelation 1: 7, it says: “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him.” In Revelation 1:19, Jesus says: “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now, and what will take place later.”
 		 c. If Scripture is used to explain Scripture, then John’s vision begins with Jesus’ ascension through the clouds into heaven (Revelation chapters four and five) and ends with His coming on the clouds to judge the world. And the Book gives us glimpses into what will happen in between these two events.
 6. Four times we get a glimpse of Jesus when He comes again.
 		 a. In Rev. 6:16 it says: “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”
 		 b. In Rev. 11:15 it says: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever...”
 		 c. In Rev. 14:14 it says: “I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a Son of Man, with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.”
 		 d. Finally in Rev. 19:11-16, it says: “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war... He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood and His name is the Word of God...” and “on His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”
 7. According to Rev. 14:14-20, when Jesus, the Son of Man, comes on the clouds, when every eye will see Him, He will command His angels to reap the harvest of the just. Then He will command others to gather the lost.
 8. This passage is based on Matthew 13:39-43 where it says: “The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels...The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin... and throw them into the fiery furnace....Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”
In Conclusion: 1. Even if you do not agree with all of my interpretations of the verses I have quoted to you, we certainly can agree on the fact that Jesus is the Son of Man, who is coming on the clouds.  
2. Both the Book of Revelation and the rest of the Bible as well confirm this wonderful truth.

Illustrative Drawing # 1:  The Son of Man 

The Return of Christ as the Son of Man.  This is when He defeats His enemies with the sword coming out of His mouth, a symbol of the Word of God.  He speaks and it happens. (Heb. 4:12;   Rev. 1:16; 2:12; 19:13-15)  That is why He is called the Word of God.
                                                           
 (
We come with Him, riding on white horses, to symbolize how we have conquered with Him. (1Thess. 4:16-18; Rev. 19:14)
)
 (
The second coming – when Jesus returns as King of kings and Lord of Lords. (Rev. 1:7, 12-13; 6:12-17; 11:15; 14:14-20; 19:16; 20:7-10)
)

 (
We are His army; we are clothed in fine linen which stands for the righteous deeds of the saints. 
          
(Rev. 19:8, 14)
) (
He comes again the same way He ascended, returning through the clouds, and calls Himself the Son of Man. 
     
(Matt. 26:64; Acts 1:11; Rev. 19:11-16)
)  [image: ]
The Ascension  - Acts 1: 9-11 tells how His disciples watched him go up into the clouds to appear before His Father to receive all glory, honor, and power.  This is also described in Dan. 7:13 where He is called the Son of man, and in Rev. 5: 5-14.        
BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY
Lesson Three: The Sharp Double-edged Sword
Scripture: Rev. 1:16 “In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.”
 1. The Romans used two different types of swords when they fought in battle. There was the Roman Long Thracian Sword, and a much shorter sword, like a dagger. The sharp double-edged sword that came out of the mouth of Jesus was the Roman Long Thracian Sword.
 		 a. Now the only way to understand the Book of Revelation is to understand the symbolism involved. We are not to think of Jesus as a literal lamb that was slain. That is a picture symbolizing how Jesus died on the cross for us. Nor are we to picture Jesus with a literal sword coming out of His mouth. We must understand what the sword represents.
 		 b. This symbol is very easy to understand. Once again the Bible tells us what it stands for. In Heb. 4:12-13 it says: “The Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing of soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart... Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”
 2. So when it says this sharp sword was seen coming out of His mouth, it is symbolic of the power of His Word. When Jesus speaks, it happens.
 		 a. When God created the world, the Bible keeps on repeating how He did it. He simply spoke the word and it happened. God said: “‘Let there be light’ and there was light.” (Gen. 1:3)
 		 b. In John 1:1, it says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Then in John 1:14, it says: “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (KJV)
 		 c. Jesus is the Word and has given us His Word.
 3. Jesus used God’s Word to defeat Satan on the mount of temptation.  He simply answered every question with the Word of God. The most interesting answer is found in Matt. 4:4. Jesus says: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” (KJV)
 		 a. This verse uses the same phrase as in our passage. It speaks of God’s Word proceeding out of God’s mouth, just as the sword is seen proceeding from the mouth of Christ.								 				
 	b. In Ephesians 6:17, we are also commanded to “take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.” We are to defeat Satan in the same way as Jesus defeated Satan. So it is critical for a Christian to know the Word, use the Word, and live by the Word.
 4. In Revelation 2:12, we find the same expression found in Rev. 1:16. In Rev. 2:12-17, Jesus is speaking to the church in Pergamum.
 		 a. Verse 12 says: “These are the Words of Him who has the sharp double-edged sword.” So this verse also compares God’s Words to a sword.
 		 b. Then in vs. 16, Jesus says: “Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”
 5. Psalm 119 is the longest Psalm in the Bible. What is unique about it is that every verse teaches us some truth about the Word. Different words are used for the Word, but each verse is teaching us about the Word. Here are a few examples.
 		 a. In Psalm 119:11 it says: “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”(KJV)
 		 b. In vs. 28 it says: “My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your Word.”
 		 c. In vs. 37 it says: “Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your Word.”
 		 d. In vs. 57-58 it says: “You are my portion, O Lord; I have promised to obey your Words. I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise.”
 		 e. In vs. 67 it says: “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your Word.” There is no limit to the ways God’s Word can help us.
 6. Isaiah is full of prophecies about Jesus. One passage of interest to us is Isaiah 49:1-2. God puts words in Jesus’ mouth. It says: “Before I was born the Lord called me; from my birth He has made mention of my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of His hand He hid me; He made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in His quiver.”
 		 a. God’s Word in the mouth of Jesus is better than a sword or an arrow.
 		 b. God’s Word in our mouths is very powerful too.
 7. The Book of Acts is the story of how the church grew through the preaching of the Word. Listen to some of the ways people responded to the Word.
 		 
 	a. In Acts 2:37 it says: “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’”  Notice how God’s spiritual sword does cut into the heart!							 b. In Acts 7:54 it says: “When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.” God’s Word can make people angry.
 		 c. In Acts 10:44 it says: “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.”
 		 d. In Acts 13:48 it says: “When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the Word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”
 In Conclusion: 1. In Rev. 1:16, we see Jesus with the sword in His mouth because He is going to use the Words of His mouth to grow His church and to defeat His enemies.
 	   2. In Rev. 19:13, it says: “He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God.” In Revelation chapter nineteen, Jesus is returning as King of kings and Lord of lords. (vs. 16) God wants us to know that Jesus will be victorious. There is no weapon more powerful than the Word. 


Illustrative Story # 2:  The Day God Spoke to Me.

	I was trying to make an important decision.  Should I stay in my present church, or go to another church that was closer to where my parents lived?  My father was getting older, and I felt my Mom and Dad were going to need my help.  But the people in my church loved me.  What was I to do?

	I chose to spend several days fasting and praying, seeking God’s guidance.  Finally I was led to Gen. 31:3 where it says: “Then the Lord said to Jacob: ‘Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives.’”  As I meditated on this verse, I realized Jacob had been with his father-in-law, a man named Laban, for exactly twenty years.  I had been ministering in the state of Maine for exactly twenty years.  Jacob had gone there, married, and had his children during that period of time.  I had met Carol, married, and had our children during our twenty years in Maine.  

	The situations were so close, I knew the Holy Spirit was using the Word of God to convict me and show me what to do.  That experience always reminds me how powerful the Word of God can be in directing our lives.  God can use His Word to guide and direct you too.


BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY
Lesson Four: The Firstborn from the Dead
Scripture: Rev. 1:5 “from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the Firstborn from the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the earth.”
 	 1. This book is being shared with us by John, the apostle. But John received it from Jesus Christ Himself, who is the Word and came to share the Word. Jesus came to witness to the Truth so that all who believe in Him may be saved.
 	 2. John also tells us that Jesus, as He reigns from the throne of heaven, is already the Ruler of the kings of the earth. He is already in control. Someday when He returns, He shall prove He is in control.
 	 3. But the focus of our attention in this study is on the phrase “the Firstborn from the dead.” What does that mean?
 		 a. In the Old Testament, the firstborn son would always receive the birthright.  This meant that he would be considered the head of the family or tribe. He would also receive a double portion of the property of the father.
 		 b. When Jesus is called the Firstborn, therefore, it means He is the head of the family of God because He is the unique Son of God. (John 3:16)
 	 4. In Colossians 1:15, it says: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” To be the identical image of the invisible God could only be true if Jesus Himself was also God. (John 1:1)
 		 a. In Genesis 1:1, it says: “God created the heavens and the earth.” In Col. 1: 16-18, it says: “For by Him (that is Jesus) were all things created... He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that in all things He might have the preeminence.” (KJV)
 		 b. So Jesus is also God’s chosen head over everything because He made everything. He is before all things whether they be visible or invisible. That is why He is called the beginning because it all began with Jesus.
 	 5. But Jesus, as our God and creator, also chose to become a man in order to be our Savior. In John 1:14 it says: “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” Why?
 		 a. In Hebrews 2:10, it says: “In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exits, should make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering.”
 		 
 	b. Thus, “both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.”    (Heb. 2:11) No one can ever say Jesus is not one of us or that He does not understand us. He suffered and died for us.
 		 c. Jesus’ family includes “the children God has given me.”          (Heb. 2:13) This is the family of faith, the church, which is His body. And Jesus is the Firstborn or Head of His body. (Col. 1:18)
 		 d. He is holy for He never sinned. (Heb. 4:15) And He made us holy through His death on our behalf. Now we are one family in Christ.
 	 6. “Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the Devil- and free (them.)” (Heb. 2:14)
 		 a. But how could God show us that we are free from the fear of death unless He could also show us that Jesus Himself had conquered death?
 		 b. That is why the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ is so important. In Psalm 16:8-11, it predicted that “you will not let your Holy One see decay.” Since Jesus is the only Holy One who has never sinned, Peter quotes this verse in Acts 2:27 to affirm the resurrection of Christ. And Paul says in Romans 1:4 that Jesus “was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead.”
 	 7. Since Jesus is the only one who ever died and rose from the dead, never to die again, God calls Him the Firstborn from the dead, meaning He is “Lord both of the dead and the living.” (Rom. 14:9) And “every knee shall bow before (Him)...” and “give an account of himself to God.” (Rom. 14:11-12)
 	 In Conclusion: 1. Just as a Jewish father would give the greatest blessing to his firstborn son and make him the head over his household, so God the Father has blessed His only begotten Son and made Him the head over everything and everyone.
 	 2. This includes being the head over all creation. It includes being the head of His body, the church, and it includes being the head over the living and the dead. It means God has made Jesus to have preeminence over everything.
 	 3. As it says in Ephesians 1:20-22, God revealed His power “in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in this present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.”
 	 4. In terms of our study of the Book of Revelation, it means that the moment Jesus ascended into heaven, the human - divine Son of God was crowned with glory and honor and declared King of kings and Lord of lords. I believe, therefore, that the theme of the book is how Jesus ruled and brought His enemies under His submission, starting with His ascension to power in Revelation chapter five, and ending with His return in power in Revelation nineteen and twenty.











BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY
Lesson Five: The Keys to Death and Hades 
Scriptures: Rev. 1:18 “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”
 	 1. It is interesting that the Book of Revelation begins with this verse and ends with Jesus coming as the King of kings (Rev. 19:16), ready to judge the world, and to cast anyone whose name was not found in the Book of Life into the Lake of Fire. (Rev. 20:15)
 	 2. Since Jesus overcame death and was raised to new life, He controls who lives and who dies and where we will go after we die. Rev. 1:18 talks about the keys to death and Hades.
 		 a. The Book of Revelation describes this other world as like unto a bottomless pit, where Satan and his hordes are kept in prison and only released as God sees fit. Jesus holds the keys.
 		 b. For example, in Rev. 9:1-3, it says: “The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like from a gigantic furnace... And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions....” These creatures seem to be fit symbols for Satan’s hordes, sent to do their worst, yet limited in what they can do by God Himself.
 	 3. Again, in Rev. 20:1-8, it says: “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him....”  And “when the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out and deceive the nations...”
 		 a. While there are different views on this subject, we can all agree that Jesus, who holds the keys to death and Hades, is the one who sends His angels to bind or release, as He sees fit, to accomplish His purposes.						b. Since this is my opportunity to share what I believe, I would refer you to passages like Luke 10:18-19 where Jesus says: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome the power of the enemy.”               		
 		c. Here Jesus shows who is in control and promises His disciples that they had been given power to cast out demons (vs. 17) because Satan had lost his power. In this passage snakes and scorpions once again are evil spirits under God’s control.
 	 4. In Matthew 12:22-29, when accused of casting out demons with the help of Satan, Jesus counters: “If I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you... How can anyone enter into a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.” In this passage, Jesus is clearly teaching that He first bound Satan before He could cast out demons that were under his control.
 		 a. Thus I believe that through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, He defeated and bound Satan, so that Satan can do nothing without the permission of Christ. At the end of the age, just before Jesus returns, I believe Satan himself will be released from the bottomless pit to possess the man of sin and do his worst prior to Christ’s return. Until then, Satan may be allowed to influence those under him, but he cannot do his worst until he is released.
 		 b. The time in between is described symbolically as a thousand years.  During that time, demons are at work in the world, working for Satan, and when they tempt us, it is described as if Satan himself was tempting us. But Satan is limited in what he can do. As we get closer to the end, the Book of Revelation teaches that more and more demons are being released because we are getting closer and closer to the coming of Christ when Satan himself will be released.
 	 5. In Rev. 2:10, Jesus told the Christians in Smyrna that they would be persecuted for “ten days,” but they were to “be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
 		 a. This book was written to Christians who were suffering persecution, like those in Smyrna. It was written to encourage them to hang on, even if it meant death, because Jesus would give them life.
 		 b. “Ten days” is symbolic of a short period of time. Ten is like God’s perfect number for a period of time under His control. It does not guarantee that they will not suffer; it guarantees that they cannot even lose a hair off their heads without Jesus being with them. But “ten days” guarantees that the time will be short in duration.
 	 6. A thousand years is a symbolic number for a very long period of time under God’s control. A thousand is 10 x 10 x 10. The three tens remind us of the Trinity. So when Satan is bound for a thousand years, I believe it means he is to be bound for a very long period of time until Jesus, who holds the keys to the Abyss, finally lets him out. That thousand years represents the time from Jesus’ first coming, when He defeated him, to just prior to His second coming, when He will temporarily release him.
 		 a. In the interval in between, every time a Christian does die due to persecution etc., he goes to heaven where he lives and reigns with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4-6)
 		 b. In plain words, he participates in the first resurrection. “Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection.” (vs. 6) This is the resurrection of the soul, guaranteed to the Christian the moment he accepts Christ. (Eph. 2:6) Thus “the second death has no power over him.” (Rev. 20:6) Yet he waits for the second resurrection, what we call the resurrection of the body, when Jesus comes again. (I Thess. 4:13-17)
 		 c. Meanwhile the lost cannot participate in the first resurrection. “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.”       (Rev. 20:5) They are waiting for the final judgment.
 	 7. But all of this has to do with the One who holds the keys to death and Hades. He is the One who will cast Satan into the Lake of Fire, and He is the One who has the power to cast God’s enemies into the Lake of Fire.
 		 a. That is what the parable of the sheep and goats is all about. In Matthew 25:41, Jesus says: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
 		 b. In contrast, Jesus also says in Matthew 25:34: “Come, you are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance prepared for you since the creation of the world.”
 		 c. Then in Matthew 25:46 it concludes: “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
 	 In Conclusion: 1. Jesus holds the keys of death and of Hades. (Rev. 1:18)  But He also holds the keys to the kingdom of heaven. He not only controls who goes to hell, He also controls who enters the kingdom of heaven.
 	 2. In Rev. 3:7, those keys are called “the key of David.” That will be the theme of our next lesson.




BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY
Lesson Six: The Key of David 
Scripture: Rev. 3:7 “These are the words of Him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open.”
 	 1. In the beginning, when Adam sinned in the garden, all mankind fell with him. We all inherited his sinful nature and are born with a tendency to sin.  But God raised up another to take his place. In I Cor. 15:45 it says: “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam a life giving Spirit.” Jesus became the second or last Adam, the beginning of God’s new creation in Christ Jesus.
 	 2. In a similar fashion, when Israel asked for a king in the days of Samuel, Saul was chosen for that purpose. But King Saul was like the first Adam. He kept drifting away and doing his own thing. So God raised up another to take his place. That was King David, called a man after God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22)
 		 a. God took the kingdom away from Saul and gave it to David. But God promised David the kingdom would never depart from his household like it did from Saul’s. Instead God promised to bless David’s household until the Messiah came.
 		 b. Jesus would be the Messiah.
 	 3. When God called Abraham, He promised him that He would bless him and “all the peoples on earth would be blessed” through him. (Gen. 12:2-3) This is called the blessing of Abraham. But that blessing comes to all nations through his descendant, his seed, the Lord Jesus Christ. We are not to seek the blessing of Abraham; we are to seek the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ. The one is only symbolic of the other. So it is with David.
 	 4. In Isaiah 55:3-5, it says: “I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples. Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for He has endowed you with splendor.”
 		 a. The phrase “Surely you will summon nations you know not,” is better translated the way it appears in the King James Version.  It literally says: “Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not.” (Isaiah 55:5a)  Nation is singular not plural. This is all a prophecy about Jesus. He endowed them with splendor. He called “a holy nation, a people belonging to God” (I Pet. 2:9), to come to Him from all the nations on the face of the earth.
 		 b. He became their leader and commander, their Lord and Savior, and He is God’s witness (Rev. 1:5) to all the peoples on earth.
 	 5. So all the promises given to David, or the house of David, are promises fulfilled in Christ. And “the key of David” opens the door to all the blessings and promises given to his household. Jesus holds that key.
 		 a. Our Scripture in Rev. 3:7 is quoting from Isaiah 22:22. “I will place on his shoulders the key of the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; He will be a seat of honor for the house of his father... and in that day, the peg will ... give way and ...fall and be cut down.”
 		 b. Eliakim was the one being addressed. He was a special person from the household or line of David. But the key to this Scripture is Jesus. He holds the key. Eliakim, like David, is just being used to symbolize the Messiah. Jesus is the one who opens and closes all the doors.  Jesus was given the secure position of “King of the Jews,” the place of honor guaranteed to David’s greater Son, and Jesus is the one who “was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgressions of my people.” (Isaiah 53:8)  So it is all about Jesus.	 	 	
6. Zerubabbel, also from David’s line, was governor in the days when the temple was rebuilt. Haggai prophesies: “Tell Zerubbabel that I will shake the heavens and the earth. I will overturn royal thrones... On that day...I will take Zerubbabel ... and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the Lord.” (Haggai 2:21-23)
 		 a. Zerabbabel was only a governor. This was a promise that someday the kingdom would be restored in Christ.						 			 b. Once again, Jesus holds the key. He opens all the doors to all the promises of God made to David and his household. “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.” (II Cor. 1:20)  
 	 7. That means that all the Psalms written by David contain either prophesies fulfilled by Christ, or promises we can claim in faith through Christ. That is why Psalm twenty-three is not just for the Jews, but for us too. Jesus holds the key to understanding the Psalm.  He is the good shepherd and He is our shepherd.
 	 8. In Luke 11:52, Jesus says: “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”
 		 

 		a. Jesus is the key to knowledge. (Col. 2:3) By rejecting Christ, they were taking away the key to knowledge from the people and hindering those who desired to be saved.
 		 b. The same is happening in our day.
 	 9. In contrast, Jesus said: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. 16:19)
 		 a. Jesus gave His apostles the keys that the Pharisees had rejected. He gave them His words and His promises to pass onto us in the form of the New Testament Scriptures.
 		 b. Through God’s Word, we too can be used of God to open and close doors for Him. But we only have power and authority as long as we speak and act through and for Him.
 	 10. In Matthew 7:21, Jesus said: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Jesus holds the keys to heaven itself. In Matthew 25:34-46 He says: “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you... Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” The Lord Jesus has complete control over who enters and who does not.  He holds the key.
 	 11. In Rev. 3:7-13, Jesus is encouraging the church in Philadelphia to preach the gospel and not be afraid of opposition. He wants them to know He holds the keys, and He can give them an open door, and He controls the final results.
 	 In Conclusion: In the midst of persecution, the Christians in the early church had to be reminded that Jesus had the key of David. This key is also referred to as the keys to the kingdom because the kingdom was promised to David. All the promises given to David are ours in Christ. That means our victory is also guaranteed in Christ.






BOOK ONE: THE KING OF GLORY 
Lesson Seven: The Rider on the White Horse 
Scripture: Rev. 6:2 “I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and He was given a crown, and He rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.”
 	1. Whenever we seek to interpret Scripture, we begin with the way the writer of that same book uses the same word or phrase. In this case, we find the rider on the white horse again in Rev. 19:11-18. In that passage, the rider is identified as “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” (vs.16) We are also told “His name is the Word of God.” (vs.13)
 		 a. Clearly Jesus is the “King of kings,” and Jesus is “the Word of God.” Since Jesus is the Rider on the white horse in Rev. 19:11, it seems logical that He would be the Rider on the White Horse in Rev. 6:2.
 		 b. Some believe that this rider is just dressed up like the Lord, and actually represents the antichrist. Now the antichrist in the Book of Revelation is pictured as “the false prophet.” In Rev. 13:11, this false prophet “had two horns like a lamb, but spoke like a dragon.” So there is truth in the idea of Satan appearing as “an angel of light” to deceive the world. (II Cor. 11:13-14) But the false prophet in Revelation is always described as a beast.
 	2. I believe we can determine who the Rider on the White Horse is, not just from Rev. 19:11, but also from the context of Rev. 6:1-2.
 		 a. First of all, the Lamb Himself is opening the seals. In this passage, I believe Jesus is revealing what He is doing, not what the antichrist is doing. Revelation chapters five and six are meant to encourage Christians that we are on the winning side.
 		 b. In Revelation five, everyone was thankful and relieved when Jesus appeared as “the Lamb that was slain.” He had conquered Satan on the cross. That is why He “was worthy” to open the seals. We learned in Book One, Lesson Two, that Revelation five is a picture of Jesus ascending into heaven to appear before His Father as the conqueror. That is why He deserved to sit down at the right hand of God the Father on the throne of heaven.
 		 c. In Rev. 6:2, we are told the rider was given a crown. This was the victor’s crown, like an athlete would receive at the Olympics. In Rev. 5:5-6, we learned that Jesus was the victor over Satan through His death on the cross. That is why He receives the crown. Satan would never be given a victor’s crown.
 	3. In Rev. 6:2, it also tells us “He rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.” When Jesus ascended the throne of heaven, He was just beginning His conquest of the world. He commanded us to “go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16:15) In Rev. 19:11, we see this rider once again, now crowned with many crowns, as King of kings, showing He was successful in His conquest.
 	4. In Rev. 6:2, this rider also held a bow. In Psalm 45:5-6, it says: “Let your arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies; let the nations fall beneath your feet. Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.” All scholars agree this is a prophecy about Jesus, who was coming to be our King and conquer the enemies of God.  No wonder the rider on the white horse is symbolically pictured as carrying a bow as He goes forth to conquer.
 	5. Finally, this rider is on a white horse. Throughout the Book of Revelation white is always used as a symbol for the righteousness of Christ. Not only does Jesus ride His white horse in Rev. 19:11, we also see the “armies of heaven,” following Him, and “riding on white horses.” (vs. 14) So every symbol used in Rev. 6:1-2, as well as every symbol used in Rev. 19:11-18, all identify the “rider on the white horse” as the Lord Jesus Christ.
 		 a. His successful conquest of the earth is also clearly illustrated in               Rev. 6:15-17 where it says: “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’”
 		 b. It makes perfect sense to begin the chapter describing the Lord Jesus Christ as the one going forth to conquer God’s enemies and to end the chapter showing that He was successful.
 	In Conclusion: We will learn more about this as we study other imagery.  Today, as we close our study of this first book on Jesus as “the King of Glory,” it was only fitting to see how clearly Jesus is described and symbolized in this way.





Illustrative Drawing #2: The Rider on the White Horse

Opening the 1st seal reveals Jesus’ plan to conquer the world given to Him as His inheritance for dying on the cross for our sins.  He does this through the preaching of the gospel.  We need to compare this to Joshua who gave Canaan to the Israelites as their inheritance and then commanded them to go conquer it.  So the Old Testament picture is fulfilled in the New Testament though Christ and His church.  (Rev. 6:1; Joshua 1:1-9)



 (
Bow and arrows - Jesus goes to war against the enemies of God. (Ps. 45:4-6)
) (
Goes forth to conquer the world through the preaching of the gospel. (Rev. 6:2; 14:6-7)
) (
White horse – for Jesus’ righteousness as He fights this spiritual war for us. (Rev. 6:2; 19:11) 
) (
Jesus is the Lamb that was slain; He is also the Lion of the tribe of Judah who was sent to defeat God’s enemies for us. (Rev.5:5)
) (
Victor’s crown worn by Jesus for defeating Satan on the Cross.  (Rev. 6:2; 14:14)
)[image: ]



[image: C:\Users\Valued Customer\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SG94RPDT\MCj02343230000[1].wmf]In Rev. 19:11-18, we see this Rider again.  This time He wears many crowns because He has conquered.  That is why He is called the King of Kings.
Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword which is the Word of God. (Hebrews 4:12)
This time He comes to judge the world. (Rev. 19:16)


BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson One: The Lampstands
Scripture: Rev. 1:12, 20 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands....The mystery of the seven stars ... and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”
 	1. Now the number seven in the Book of Revelation appears over and over again. It is God’s number, while six is man’s number. Man was created on the sixth day. God rested on the seventh.
 		 a. Now the seven churches are seven particular churches in Asia Minor. They include: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.
 		 b. These churches, however, were typical of the churches in John’s day. They are also typical of the churches in our day. What Jesus says to those churches He is saying to all churches. Or to put it another way, what Jesus is saying to the seven churches He is saying to His church as a whole. The seven churches represent the whole church. The number seven is often used in this way to show unity through diversity.
 		 c. At any given time, you can find churches who need:					       1) to return to their first love (Rev. 2:4),							        2) to find courage to overcome affliction (Rev. 2:9),					        3) to overcome false teachings (Rev. 2:14),				  		                   4) to fight against immorality (Rev. 2:20-21),						        5) to wake up because they are spiritually dead (Rev. 3:1-3),		 		        6) to be missionary minded and preach the Gospel (Rev. 3:7-10), and			        7) to repent of being lukewarm (Rev. 3:16)
 		 d. It is clear from these passages that God disciplines both individuals and churches to make sure we bring forth more fruit for Him.
 2. Now the seven lampstands are the seven churches. In Rev. 2:1 it says: “These are the words of Him who holds the seven stars in His right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.”
 		 a. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. The fact that they are in His right hand means they are good angels doing His will.
 		 b. If the seven churches represent the whole church, then the seven stars represent all of God’s good angels who work for Him in helping all of His churches.
 		 
 	c. This book also has a lot to say about demons who attack God’s people and God’s churches. So we must be aware of this spiritual war. In Eph. 6:12, it says: “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”
 		 d. In contrast, Heb. 1:14 says: “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” Through prayer we need to ask the Lord of the angels to help us fight Satan, the lord of the demons.
 	3. In the Bible, angels and demons are both called “spirits.”					 a. When Satan’s armies are described as forces of evil “in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12), it does not mean they are in heaven. The heavenly realms are those realms that are invisible to the human eye. Angels and demons belong to the heavenly realms. They fight each other. And they fight for and against us in this realm that we cannot see.
 		 b. But good angels are called “ministering spirits.” And in Rev. 1:4 we are introduced to “the seven spirits before His throne.”  I believe the seven spirits represent all the good spirits under the control of the Holy Spirit, just as the seven churches represent all the churches under the control of the Lord Jesus Christ.
 	4. Since the angels of the seven churches are under the control of Christ and the Holy Spirit, then it becomes critical that Christians listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to them. That is what it says in Rev. 2:7: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” As Christians tune their hearts and spiritual ears to the voice of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit will direct us and the angels under His control to fight and win the spiritual war we are fighting.
 	5. Now to understand why God calls the seven churches “the seven lampstands,” we must go to Zechariah 4:1-14. In a vision, Zechariah says: “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” (vs. 2-3)
 		 a. So here is something like a candelabra, with seven oil lamps, receiving oil from two olive trees that feeds into a common bowl and then branches out through seven channels to feed the seven lamps.
 		 b. In Zech. 4:6 it says: “‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” The oil that feeds the lamps is the Holy Spirit.

 	6. Scholars agree that the two olive trees represent the offices of the high priest and the king. Zerubbabel was the governor, in the line of Christ, representing Christ. Joshua was the high priest. Both men, and those who would follow them, are “symbolic of things to come.” (Zech. 3:8)
 		 a. Then it continues: “I am going to bring my servant, the Branch... ‘And I will remove the sin of this land in a single day.’” (Zech.3:8-9) Like Zerubbabel, Joshua, therefore, is also a symbol for Christ, our great high priest, and the work He would accomplish on the cross for us in a single day.
 		 b. Now Haggai 2:20-23 was written at the same time as this passage in Zechariah.  It says: “‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel...and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”  We must be spiritually wise enough to know this is also a prophecy about Jesus, who would be born King of the Jews and become “King of kings.” (Rev. 19:16)				 c. Putting this all together, in Zech. 6:12-13, it says: “Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and He will branch out from His place and build the temple of the Lord. It is He who will build the temple of the Lord, and He will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on His throne. And He will be a priest on His throne. And there will be harmony between the two.”  Clearly that is what Jesus did.
7.  Having explained the meaning of the two olive trees, let us now explain the meaning of the olive oil.  Olive oil is an anointing oil, which was and is often used to commission a new leader or even to ask for healing as in James 5:14.  Thus it was symbolic of the Holy Spirit coming upon the person being anointed to either empower him or heal him. 
 		 a. That is why the two olive trees in Zechariah’s vision naturally represent the two anointed offices of priest and king as well as the coming of the Holy Spirit upon them to equip them for their work.  As it says in Zech. 4:6, it is “‘not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.”
 		 b. Jesus is the Christ, which in Greek means “the Anointed One,” who was filled with the Holy Spirit without measure. (John 3:34)  That is why Jesus could and did unite the two offices of high priest and king into one person.  And being filled with the Holy Spirit, He then called Himself the light of the world.
8.  Thus in Zechariah’s vision, first he sees the two olive trees pouring olive oil into the lampstand.  Then he sees the lampstand giving light to the seven lamps.  God was predicting that the two anointed offices of priest and king would be united in Christ.  And Christ, being full of the Holy Spirit, would be the light of the world.  And from this one lampstand, namely Christ, would come seven lights, the seven lampstands mentioned in Rev. 1:12.											
 	a. These seven lampstands, in turn, represent the seven churches, symbolic of the one universal church.										b. And when Jesus lives in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, He shines in our hearts and through our lives so that we also become the light of the world through Him.
 	In Conclusion: 1. That is who we are. We, the church of Jesus Christ, as we are filled with the Holy Spirit, become spiritual light to a lost world. We are His lampstands. When Christ, “the light of the world,” shines in us through His Holy Spirit living in our hearts, we become His light in our world.
 	2. Jesus said: “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden...let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:14-16)







Illustrative Drawing # 3: The Seven Golden Lampstands

The vision of the lampstands in Rev. 1:20 is based on a vision in Zech. 4:1-6.  In that vision, the golden lampstand is Christ Himself, the light of the world; He makes us to be the light of the world. (Matt. 5: 4; John 8:12)  The seven lights represent the One true light that came into the world. (John 1: 4-5)



 (
One olive tree represents kings who were anointed with oil.
) (
The bowl full of oil represents the oil of the Holy Spirit. (Zech. 4:6)
) (
The seven channels represent the seven churches, which represent the one true church.
) (
The other olive tree represents the priests who were anointed with oil. 
         
(Zech. 2:8)
)[image: ]
 (
Jesus united the two offices into one; He is the King of kings, as well as our great high priest. (Zech. 6:9-15)
)
 (
Out of Christ, the golden lampstand of Zechariah’s vision, comes the seven golden lampstands of Rev. 1:12-19.
)







Jesus walks among His golden lampstands because He is in fellowship with His people, the church of Jesus Christ.  He holds the seven stars that represent the angels of the seven churches because He is in control of all the angels who are working for Him in our world to serve and minister to His church.   (I John 1:1 -7; Heb. 1:14; Rev. 1:19-20)

BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Two: The Two Witnesses
Scripture: Rev. 11:3-4 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.’ These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.”
 	1. It is important to learn about these two witnesses because they are clearly associated with the lampstands.
 		 a. Some have associated these two witnesses with Moses and Elijah and literally expect them to return to earth in the last days. These two witnesses are certainly being compared to Moses and Elijah.
 		 b. Elijah brought fire down out of heaven to consume his enemies and caused the rain to cease for 3 1/2 years in the days of King Ahab. (Rev. 11:5) Moses was given power to turn water into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague... (Rev. 11:6)
 		 c. But just as Zerubbabel and Joshua were symbols for the offices of priest and king, we must be open to that possibility here as well.
2. In Acts 1:8, it says: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses...” That was spoken by Jesus about His church. So if we allow the Bible to interpret itself, we must consider the possibility that we are His witnesses.
 		 a. After all, the lampstands have already been interpreted as His church as well. And this passage says the two witnesses are “the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord...”
 		 b. Now we just learned about the two olive trees. They clearly represent the offices of the priest and the king. These two offices were merged in Christ.
 	3. But listen now to one of the important truths of the Book of Revelation.  In Rev. 1:5-6, it says: “Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father...” (KJV) This verse says we are now God’s kings and priests. We are now His olive trees, full of the oil of the Holy Spirit.
 		 a. This matches up with I Peter 2:9 which says:  “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare (like witnesses) the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”
 		 b. By calling us His “royal priesthood,” the Bible is confirming that we are kings and priests of God, following in the footsteps of our Savior.
 		 c. We are to be like Him and walk the way He walked. (I John 2:6)
 	4. In Rev. 5:9-10, it says:  “You (Christ) are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe... and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God.” We became His kings and priests when He purchased us with His blood.
 		 a. Because we have been adopted as His children, we are princes   and princesses of the King of kings. (John 1:12; Rom. 8:15)
 		 b. And as the spiritual temple of the Holy Spirit, we are to offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:15-16)
 		 c. Protestants, in particular, have always taught these two truths. These two truths are very relevant in this context. In Christ, “we stand” before the Lord of all the earth. For “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:6)
 		 d. This is our spiritual position in Christ. This is the spiritual privilege of the whole church, His two olive trees and His two lampstands.
 	5. Just as the seven lampstands were representative of the whole church, so the two lampstands, all His children who are His priests and kings, are representative of the whole church.
 		 a. And we are to serve Him upon the earth in sackcloth for 1,260 days. This is the same as 42 months or 3 1/2 years. That was the time of Christ’s public ministry. And our lives as Christians are being compared to the life of Christ.
 		 b. We are to serve as Christ served; if necessary, die as He died - except we are dying out of love for Him, while He died for our sins out of love for us. And all of us await the day we shall be raised up by Him, as He was raised up, unto everlasting life. (Rev. 2:8-10; 11:7-12)
 	6. In the meantime, as we serve our Lord and pray in faith, until it is our time to go and be with the Lord, it is amazing what our God can and does do. 			a. In answer to our prayers, He does send plagues upon the earth. (Revelation chapters eight and nine, especially Rev. 8:4) And like Elijah, we too are challenged by God to pray believing, because “the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16-18)
 		 b. So the Scriptures teach that what Moses and Elijah did, His people, His witnesses under the power of the Spirit, called kings and priests of God Himself, are also capable of doing and have done many times.
In Conclusion: 1. Is not this what Jesus taught us to believe when He said: “Believe me when I say I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me...will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:11-12)
2. And again, let us remember the words in Heb. 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
 	3. Assuming I am right about the church of Jesus Christ being His witnesses and being His kings and priests, acting in His behalf until He comes, it is no wonder that chapters two and three spent so much time correcting the church and challenging her to be all that Christ has called us to be.
4. If, as we have learned in previous lessons, chapter five represents the ascension of Christ when He received glory and honor, and chapter nineteen represents the return of Christ in glory and honor, then everything in between may very well be symbolic of the church age.
5. That means the church of Jesus Christ must be prepared for the spiritual battles being described in this book. As we preach the gospel, face the enemy, endure persecution, and find ourselves tempted by the things of the world, we must heed the call of this book to persevere and be faithful, if necessary, even unto death that we may receive the crown of life.
6. With this in mind, we must now consider some of His promises to His church to enable them to overcome.


Illustrative Drawing #4:  The Two Witnesses

[image: ] (
 
Like two lampstands, we give light to the world through Christ in us.  (Matt.5:16)
)
 (
1,260 days is
3 1/2 yrs.  Just as Jesus’ public ministry lasted about 3 1/2 yrs., so 3 1/2 yrs. becomes a symbol for our time of ministry.
)


 (
Just as He died for us, His witnesses are often called to die for Him, but not till our work is done.  
(Rom. 8:36 -39; Rev. 11:7)
)

 (
Just as Jesus was raised up, so we shall be raised up.  Jesus won by dying on the cross.  In dying for Christ, we live too. 
(Rev. 11:11-12)
)








We are like the two olive trees, anointed with the oil of the Holy Spirit.  In the Old Testament, the two olive trees represented kings and priests who were anointed with oil to show they were chosen by God to serve Him.  In the New Testament, the two olive trees are symbols of us as kings and priests of God, called His royal priesthood.  Like two witnesses, symbols of His kings and priests, we are to serve the Lord and “show forth the praises of Him” who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. (I Pet. 2:9) 	(See also Zech. 4:1- 6; Acts 1:8; Rev. 11: 4)
BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Three: The Crown of Life 
Scripture: Rev. 2:10 “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
1. As we have been learning, God’s witnesses often face great opposition.  That was certainly true in the early church where the apostles all died for their faith. It is still true today in many parts of the world.
 		a. So this mandate to “be faithful, even to the point of death” was a very real possibility for those who were reading these words for the first time.
 		b. Therefore, the promise “and I will give you the crown of life” was equally real. They needed these words of encouragement, and so do we.
2. To understand this passage, it is helpful to consider similar passages.
 		a. In James 1:12, it says: “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.”
 		b. This passage also encourages us to persevere and be faithful through the trials that God allows to come into our lives.
3. In II Tim. 4:7-8, Paul says: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing.”
 		a. This crown is also the result of faithfulness and perseverance. It is for all those who have longed for His coming. Obviously the harder it is the more a Christian will long for Jesus to return.
 		b. To receive the crown of life, we must obviously be washed in the blood of the Lamb and be clothed in His robes of righteousness. Whether the crown of life is different from the crown of righteousness is hard to say.
4. I Peter 5:4 is written to pastors and spiritual leaders who have faithfully led the flock under their care. It says: “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.”  This time faithfulness in service is rewarded with a crown of glory. But in all of these cases, the crown is the victors crown like one would receive after running a race or fighting a good fight for the Lord.
 		a. It is the same kind of crown that we see on the head of Jesus because of His victory on the cross. (Rev. 6:2)
 		b. All of this shows how important it is to the Lord that we give our Christian faith our all, knowing He will richly reward us.
5. In I Thess. 2:19, Paul says: “What is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when He comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.” Again in Phil. 4:1, Paul says: “Therefore my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord...”
 		a. These verses show us the close connection between serving Christ faithfully and winning people to Christ in the process. In heaven, everyone we have helped to come to Christ will bring great joy to our hearts. They will be like a crown on our heads.
 		b. And in reverse, some may not receive such a crown because they did not even try to win others to the Lord. If there could be sadness in heaven, that is what will make a person sad.
6. But if it is helpful to consider the different kinds of crowns to be awarded the Christian, it is even more interesting to consider the life given to the Christian, symbolized by the crown.
 		a. Jesus said: “I have come that you may have life and have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10 KJV) This shows the quality of life that Jesus has for us. In other words, this crown of life represents life at its very best.
 		b. In John 3:16 it says: “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him, shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” (KJV) This shows this high quality of life will never end!
7. Jesus, of course, symbolizes all the different ways in which God can and will bless us. That is why He is called “the bread of life” (John 6:35), “the water of life” (Rev. 22:17), “the light of the world,” who gives the “the light of life”     (John 8:12), “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25-26), and “the Word of life”  (I John 1:1). I am sure we could find more.
8. We also learn of the “grace of life” (I Pet. 3:7), “the path of life”       (Prov. 5:6 KJV), “the newness of life” (Rom. 6:4 KJV), “the promise of life”        (I Tim. 4:8 KJV), and “the Tree of life” (Rev. 22:14).
In Conclusion: Praise God for all these expressions of life that are all ours in Christ, encouraging us to be faithful to Him.


BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Four: The Tree of Life
Scripture: Rev. 2: 7 “I will give the right to eat from the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise of God.”
1. We first learn about “the tree of life” in Gen. 2:9 where it tells us this tree was in the Garden of Eden, in the midst of the Garden, apparently not very far from “the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”
 		a. Why our first parents were deceived into eating from that tree instead of desiring to eat from the good tree, no one knows.
 		b. All we know is that the second reference to “the tree of life” occurs after Adam and Eve sinned. In Gen. 3:22-24, God sent an angel to guard “the tree of life” so that man could not eat from it, “lest he eat and live forever.” (Gen. 3:22)
2. This verse clearly teaches us that the soul that sins is not meant to live forever. He does not have immortality. So while the lost person is cast into the lake of fire where he will remain forever (Rev. 20:11-15), it does not necessarily mean he will live forever in that lake of fire. God has the power to “destroy both body and soul in hell.” (Matt. 10:28)
 		a. Jesus taught us that no one wants to go to hell even for a moment. (Matt. 5:29-30) But there are degrees of punishment, and God will determine what each person deserves. (Matt. 11:20-24) Then I believe a person can be burned up, which is what a fire normally does.
 		b. So if the imagery of a fire is used for a reason, and since gehenna was the garbage pit where garbage was burned up, I believe it is consistent with the imagery to believe that the lost will eventually be burned up too.  That to me shows that God can and probably will be merciful even to those who are thrown into hell.
3. In contrast, immortality was made known through the Gospel.                 (II Tim. 1:10) When a person believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, they receive        the gift of eternal life. (John 3:16; Rom. 6:23)
 		a. In Rom. 11:17-24, God uses the imagery of a tree, like unto the tree of life. The Jews had a right to the tree, but through disobedience, were cut off. Gentiles, who by grace come to believe and accept Christ, are given the privilege of being grafted into this tree.
 		b. And when a Jewish person chooses to come back to Christ, he can be grafted back into the tree too.										c. Sadly, if Gentiles reject the Gospel, they can lose their privilege, just as the Jews lost theirs. Please observe that to reject Christ and His gospel is the
most grievous act of disobedience, but is often accompanied by many other acts of disobedience too.
 		d. It is a pattern of history that many a nation has been given this opportunity, and then, over a period of time, rejected the gospel. Each time this has happened, God moved on to another group that also deserved an opportunity. Our nation is on the verge of losing our opportunity.
 		e. I believe Romans 11 is teaching us that in the end, the Jewish nation will be given another opportunity to respond and that may be the last place for a great revival before Jesus comes again.
4. John 15:1-6 uses the same language to describe how God prunes a Christian to help him become more fruitful. Then in vs. 6 it says: “If a man abides not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them (branches), and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” (KJV)
 		a. While a true Christian will never lose His salvation                    (John 10:27-29), this is a warning to people who call themselves Christians         but do not demonstrate any real love for the Lord.
 		b. Jesus was talking to Jews who all claimed to believe, but Jesus makes it clear that many of them did not have saving faith. You and I may not be able to tell the difference, but Jesus knows (II Tim. 2:19), and Jesus can tell the difference.
 		c. Peter had saving faith. Judas did not. Jesus knew the difference.
5. While we cannot earn eternal life, we are commanded to “continue in    the faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.”    (Col. 1:23) We are also told to “make every effort to add to your faith”                 (II Peter 1:5) and “to make your calling and election sure.” (II Peter 1:10) We should never take it for granted and think we can live like hell and it won’t matter.
 		a. That is dangerous. At best, it will rob us of our blessing in Christ and bring God’s discipline down upon us. It might even result in squeaking into heaven with very little reward. In I Cor. 3:15, Paul says:  “If it (any man’s work) is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”
 		b. At worst, Jesus may decide that we really do not love Him and feel we are lukewarm, and in the end, spit us out of his mouth like lukewarm water. (Rev. 3:15-16)													c. In fact, this is the game that many so called Christians play prior to a shift by God away from one people group before moving to another people group as described above. So we should never play games with God.
6. All of this is meant to show that eternal life is a wonderful gift to be treasured and desired, and treated as such after we accept Christ. If a person does that, then Psalm 1:3 describes him as “a tree planted by streams of water...whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”
7. Since many trees live a long time, they are apt symbols of a long life.
 		a. Thus wisdom “is a tree of life to those who embrace her.”        (Prov. 3:18) “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.” (Prov. 11:30) So                is a “tongue that brings healing.” (Prov. 15:4) People who live like that will normally live longer.
 		b. A Christian should be that kind of a person, practicing wisdom, bringing forth the fruits of righteousness, and speaking words of healing.  When we allow the Holy Spirit to fill us, we will live like a tree whose roots are rooted and grounded in Christ. (Col. 2:6-7)
 		c. In Matt. 7:15-23, Jesus describes both good trees and bad trees. He says: “By their fruit you will recognize them.” (Matt 7:20) So if we see people who claim to be Christians who are not even trying to live like Christians, we should gently encourage them to get closer to the Lord. (Gal. 6:1)
8. But the Bible ends the way it begins, except that where Adam failed, Jesus succeeded. Thus He paid the price for sin, ended the curse of sin, and promises to bring us to heaven to be with Him. That is where we find “the tree of life” once more. And this time we are all encouraged to eat of it and live forever in His presence. (Rev. 22:1-2, 14)



BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Five: Hidden Manna
Scripture: Rev. 2:17 “To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”
1. This was a promise given to the church at Pergamum where Satan was actively attacking God’s people. The attack was severe and had already cost Antipas his life. But Satan was also tempting God’s people to do wrong, trying to get them to accept false teachings and to practice immorality. (Rev. 2:13-15)
 		a. I just want to mention that this sets the framework for Revelation chapters twelve, thirteen, and seventeen where we are introduced to the beast that persecutes and kills God’s people, the false prophet that teaches doctrines contrary to God’s Word, and the harlot, called Babylon the great, who tempts and leads God’s people into sin.
 		b. In Rev. 2:13-17, Jesus is encouraging His people to overcome these attacks and promises them a reward for doing so. In verse 17, He promises to give them hidden manna, a white stone, and a new name.
 		c. In this lesson, we want to learn more about this hidden manna.
2. In the days of Moses, while the people of Israel were in the wilderness, God caused manna to come down upon the ground like dew. This happened every morning except on the Sabbath. It was like “bread from heaven.” This happened for 40 years till the day they entered into the promised land. (Ex. 16:1-35;      Joshua 5:12)
 		a. In Deut. 8:3 it says: “He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna...to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every Word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”
 		b. In the New Testament, Jesus claims to be “the bread that comes down from heaven.” (John 6:30-35) He says: “I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am that living bread that came down from heaven...” (John 6:48-51)
 		c. So the manna sent in Moses day is a symbol for the Word of God and Jesus Himself.
3. He is “the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)  He is “the bread that came down out of heaven.” The Gospel of John keeps referring to Jesus as the one God sent from heaven, the One who came down out of heaven. (John 3:16, 31) He comes to feed our souls and give us everlasting life.
4. Now the manna in Rev. 2:17 is called “hidden manna.” If manna is a symbol for Christ and His Word, what is “hidden manna?” Why is it called hidden?
 		a. In Isaiah 45:3, God says: “I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in hidden places, so that you may know that I am the Lord...” Through our hardships, God reveals to us riches we would never find or receive any other way.
 		b. In Isaiah 48:6, it says: “From now on I will tell of new things, of hidden things unknown to you.” This is the gospel and the blessings that come from the gospel. In Eph. 3:4-6, Paul calls it “the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit of God.”
 		c. Likewise, in I Cor. 2:7-10, it says: “We speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden ... As it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him’ - but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit.”
5. These passages teach us that “hidden manna” is the gospel and the blessing of Christ received through Christ by having Him in our hearts.  This was hidden, but has now been made known through the Holy Spirit.  And by eating this “hidden manna,” we receive eternal life and indescribable blessings that “no mind” could conceive.
 	In Conclusion: The Christians in Pergamum were being promised that their faithfulness to Christ in the midst of suffering and temptation would be highly rewarded. Christ Himself would reward them with treasures mankind can never know or comprehend. His “hidden manna,” now being made known through the gospel, would nourish the soul and bring with it all the blessings associated with everlasting life. 
 
Illustrative Story # 3:  Sharing God’s Bread with Others

	One of the greatest responsibilities and privileges of a minister is to share God’s Word with others.  Yet there are times when the pages of the Bible seem boring.  How do I find something to share on occasions like that?  I could compare it to the manna the Israelites ate in the wilderness.  Sometimes they wanted something else.

	I had an experience like that one Easter Sunday.  I needed a message for a Sunrise service, but I had read the Easter story so many times I didn’t know where to find something new.

	But Psalm One teaches us to meditate on the Word of God.  As I did that, a little phrase in Mark 16:9 caught my eye.  It says: “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdelene.”  I asked myself the question: If I came back from the dead or escaped from some horrible ordeal, who would I go to see first?  Jesus had to make that decision!  

	That led to an interesting study of who Jesus saw after He arose and in what order He saw them. It raised a lot of interesting questions. It was not only a blessing to me personally, but to many others.  The message was like “hidden manna.”  I had to dig and search to find it, but it was there.  You can be fed by God’s hidden manna too, if you will only take the time to meditate and dig into it.


























BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Six: The New Name											
Scripture: Rev. 2:17 “To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”
 	1. To understand the meaning of this new name, we should also consider what Jesus told the church of Philadelphia. In Rev. 3:12 it says: “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.”
 	2. Throughout the New Testament, Christians are called the temple of the Holy Spirit. In I Cor. 3:16, it says: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” And again in I Cor. 6:19, it says: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” So corporately and individually, we are God’s temple because the Holy Spirit dwells in us.
 		a. This agrees with Eph. 2:19-21, where it says: “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.”
 		b. Peter uses the same imagery, describing each of us as “living stones” in God’s “spiritual house,” built upon Christ, the most important “living Stone,” the “chief cornerstone.” (I Peter 2:1-8)
 		c. Rev. 3:12 describes those who overcome as pillars in this spiritual temple. Then God symbolically writes on each spiritual stone that is part of His temple the name of God, the name of the new Jerusalem, and Jesus’ own new name. This proves we are His children with a right to the Holy city.
 	3. I believe this is the same “new name” written on the white stone in            Rev. 2:17. In Revelation, the word new is one of John’s favorite words. 
 		a. In Rev. 21:5, Jesus says: “Behold, I make all things new.” (KJV) This affirms that God is going to make a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and earth had passed away. (Rev. 21:1)
 		b. Then John saw “the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” (Rev. 21:2)  This is a picture of the ascended church coming down out of heaven to dwell in this new heaven and earth that God will create.
 		c. In Rev. 5:8-9, the twenty-four elders are seen singing “a new song.” In Rev. 15:1-4, we see “those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb.” Just as the Israelites sang the song of Moses after Pharaoh and his armies were drowned in the Red Sea, so God’s people will rejoice and sing a new song, the song of the Lamb, after these last plagues are ended and the victory of Christ is secured.
 		d. So the word “new” in Revelation is always associated with the promised victory of Christ.
 	4. To put it another way, I remind you of what it says in II Cor. 5:17. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” Everything new, therefore, is part of the new creation in Christ Jesus. And our “new name” written on the white stone shows we are part of that new creation. With this in mind, let us now consider the white stone itself.









BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Seven: The White Stone
Scripture: Rev. 2:17 “To Him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it.”
 	1. As we learned in Book Two, Lesson Six, the new name written on the white stone shows we belong to Christ. It also shows that we are part of God’s spiritual temple and that Jesus has prepared a place for us in His new holy city, the new Jerusalem. (John 14:1-3) With this in mind, let us now consider the word “white.” It is always associated with the purity of Christ.
 		a. In Rev. 3:4-5, those “who have not soiled their clothes...will walk with me, dressed in white...I will never blot out his name from the Book of Life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father.” This church was “dead.” (vs. 1) God called them to wake up and repent of their complacency. But there were a “few” even in this church who took their faith seriously. They would be rewarded by “walking” with the Lord “dressed in white.”
 		b. This becomes a favorite description for those who are faithful to the Lord in this Book. (Rev. 4:4; 7:9, 13; 15:6; 19:8, 14) In Rev. 19:8, it describes the bride of Christ, saying: “Fine linen, bright (white) and clean, was given her to wear. (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)” In Rev. 7:14, it says we are “made white in the blood of the Lamb.”
 		c. In Rev. 14:14, Jesus is seen on His throne, seated on “a white cloud.” In Rev. 20:11, John sees “a great white throne and Him who was seated on it.” And in Rev. 6:2, and in Rev. 19:11, we see Jesus riding a great “white horse.”
 		d. So white is always associated with the purity of Christ, the righteousness that He gives to us, or the righteous deeds He does through us.
 	2. That brings us to the “white stone.”
 		a. In Book Two, Lesson Six, we learned that Peter called us “living stones,” part of the living temple of Christ, of which Jesus Himself is “the cornerstone” (I Peter 2:4-7), and that similar terminology is used in Eph. 2:20-21.
 		b. Therefore, to be given “a white stone with a new name written on it” shows that a person is one of His, and very precious to Him. It is like giving a diamond ring to the bride to show how special she is.
 		c. That matches up with what we learn in Rev. 21:21 where “the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl.” “On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel,” (Rev. 21:12) and on the foundation of the new Jerusalem, “were the names of the twelve apostles.”      (Rev. 21:14)  Not only that, but the city is described in terms of precious jewels.
 	3. The city is the bride of Christ. (Rev. 21:2) So the jewels are symbolic of us. All God’s people from the Old Testament as well as all of God’s people from the New Testament are included. That is the reason both the twelve tribes as well as the twelve apostles have their names on the gates and the foundation.
 		a. This also fits the description of the new Jerusalem found in Isaiah chapter fifty-four.  In Isaiah fifty-three, we are told how Jesus would die for us and save us. In Isaiah 54:1, the “barren woman” who brings forth children of promise is identified in Gal. 4:27-31 as the church.
 		b. Thus the city that God loves as described in Isaiah 54:11-13 is a reference to all God’s people who have been “lashed by storms and not comforted.” They are promised that God “will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires. I will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all your walls of precious stones.” Surely this is what   Rev. 21:1-26 is affirming.
 	4. Now the Christians in Pergamum who overcame the enemy were promised a “white stone with a new name written on it.” Since the gates of the new Jerusalem are each made of one huge pearl, doesn’t it make sense that each Christian should receive a white stone, a symbolic pearl given to them by Christ, to show that they are His people and have access to the new Jerusalem, which is being made just for them?
 	5. This also makes sense in the light of Matt. 13:45-46 where Jesus is “the pearl of great price,” (KJV) worth all we have. Other scholars take this same passage and believe the church of Jesus Christ is “the pearl of great price” worth all that Jesus had, which is why He gave His life for us. Either way, for a child of God to be given a white stone, inscribed with the new name of Christ, as a reward for his faithful service, fits in beautifully with the rest of the imagery.
 	In Conclusion: The new white stone is given to each person who belongs to Christ to show he belongs to Christ, to show he is one of God’s precious jewels, with the right to enter the holy city, the new Jerusalem, through the pearly gates. That is what this means to me.


Illustrative Story # 4: Our Wedding Day

	On August 1, 1970, Carol and I exchanged vows and gave each other rings at the Greene Baptist Church in Greene, Maine.  Those rings were symbols of our relationship to each other.  They showed we belonged to each other and were committed to each other.

	In a similar way, when we accept Christ and commit ourselves to Him, He gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit, which the Bible calls the guarantee of our inheritance in heaven.  His presence in our hearts shows that we belong to Him.  He is like our new white stone; He guarantees that we can and will enter God’s holy city.  (Eph. 1:13)  We could say He is our ticket to heaven.







BOOK TWO: THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Lesson Eight: The Morning Star
Scripture: Rev. 2:28 “I will also give him the Morning Star!”
 	1. In Rev. 22:16 it says: “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
 		a. Jesus is the light of the world, who brings light into this dark world.  In Isaiah 9:2, it says: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”
 		b. Galilee was especially known as a place of many wars, where many people had died. It symbolizes this whole world under God’s curse, living in the shadow of death.
 		c. But right in that area where many of God’s people had suffered the most, Jesus came and did most of his mighty miracles.
 		d. Isaiah says: “a light dawned.” The Morning Star is the first sign that dawn is coming. Jesus is like that Morning Star.
 	2. Because Jesus is “the light of the world” (John 8:12), He is the one who brings light into our world. In John 1:4, it says: “In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”
 		a. Jesus created us and gave us physical life. He made us so we could see and enjoy all that He made.
 		b. In Col. 1:16, it says: “By Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.” That means Jesus created the angels also.
 		c. That includes Lucifer, but Lucifer sinned. In Isaiah 14:12, it says: “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to earth.”  Angels are often symbolically described as stars, and Lucifer was one of the first and greatest. But he received his power and life from the Lord before he sinned and lost it all.
 	3. When we sinned, our world was plunged into spiritual darkness too. Only Jesus, the true light of the world, can restore it.
 		a. When a person accepts Christ, he receives new life and new light from Christ.
 		b. If we have Christ in our lives, then the light of Christ will shine through our lives. That is why Jesus said: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matt. 5:14)
		c. He adds: “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matt. 5:16)
 	4. In Rev. 2:28, when it says: “I will give him the Morning Star,” it means Christ will fill you to the full with Himself. That is a wonderful promise.
 		a. In Psalm 37:3-6, it says: “Trust in the Lord and do good... Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him and He will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.”
 		b. That is what happens when Jesus fills us to the full with Himself.  Just as the Morning Star rises and introduces the dawn until the sun is shining in all its fullness, so shall it be when a person delights in the Lord and does things God’s way.
 	5. In Phil. 2:14-16, Paul writes:  “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe, as you hold out the Word of life...”
 		a. When Jesus gives us His Morning Star, we will surely shine like stars for Him. People will know we are different because of the light of Christ in our lives.
 		b. In Dan. 12:1-3, it says: “At that time your people - everyone whose name is found written in the book - will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”
 		c. In Dan. 12:1, Daniel is being warned many of God’s people will suffer hardship. But just like the people in Rev. 2: 18-29, those who overcome will be rewarded and shine like the stars in the kingdom of God.
 	In Conclusion: That is what God desires of us as well. He wants us to have the courage to say no to sin and to take a stand for Christ. He wants us to overcome the enemy of our souls and shine for Christ down here, promising us we will then shine like Him up there. Jesus is the bright and Morning Star, who enables us to shine like bright and Morning Stars.



BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson One: The Twenty-Four Elders
Scripture: Rev. 4:4 “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders.”
 	1. Revelation chapter four through chapter twenty-two contain a vision revealed to the apostle John. In this vision, he is invited to come up into heaven so God could show him what must take place after this. (Rev. 4:1)
 		a. Some believe John's invitation to come up into heaven is symbolic of the rapture of the whole church. But that is an assumption. In Ezekiel 1:1, it says: “The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.” Similar language is used here.
 		b. For John himself to be invited into heaven enables him to see the things that were going to be revealed to him from a heavenly perspective.
 	2. John writes: “At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with Someone sitting on it. And the One who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.” (Rev. 4:2-3)
 		a. Here is a vision of the throne of God. Since God cannot actually be seen, He is symbolically pictured in terms of jewels and brilliant colors.  Most scholars agree these colors were a sparkling white, a dazzling blood-red, and a gentle green.
 		b. These represent His purity, His justice, and His mercy, as also portrayed by the rainbow.
 	3. The rainbow reminds us of Noah and the ark. After getting off the ark, Noah saw this beautiful rainbow and was promised by God that He would never destroy the whole earth again with a flood. (Gen. 9:8-17)
 		a. God still brings judgments against our sinful world. Our world is still under a curse, and some day “will be destroyed by fire.” (II Peter 3:10)
 		b. But the rainbow is to remind us that God’s mercy seasons justice.  That is also the theme of the Book of Revelation. Out of mercy, God’s punishments get progressively worse until the end comes. But this gradual progression allows people time to repent. Those who will shall be saved.
 	4. That brings us to the twenty-four thrones and the twenty-four elders sitting on these thrones. (Rev. 4:4)
 		a. In Rev. 4:10, they are seen worshiping and praising Him who sat upon the throne.
 		b. In Rev. 5:8, they are seen worshiping and praising the Lamb       that was slain.
 		c. Because worship is given to God the Father as well as Christ, it shows that Jesus is God’s equal. For God would never share His glory with another. (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11; Phil. 2:5-11)
 	5. In Rev. 5:8, it also tells us that each one of the twenty four elders “had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”
 		a. Saints in God’s Word are always forgiven sinners who love the Lord and desire to live for the Lord.
 		b. In Daniel chapter nine, Daniel receives a vision from God in direct response to his prayers showing how He would help His people. That is what the Book of Revelation was for the early church. It was a vision given to them in response to their many prayers to help them understand that God was still on the throne; and in spite of terrible persecution, they were still on the winning side.
 		c. This idea is reinforced in Rev. 6:10, where John saw souls who had been slain because of the Word of God crying out in prayer to God saying: “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge... the earth and avenge our blood?”
 		d. The twenty-four elders, therefore, are seen ruling and reigning with Christ holding the bowls full of incense, to show that our prayers have been heard, and God knows what He is doing.
 	6. But the answer given to them was not an easy answer. God told them they were “to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.” (Rev. 6:11)  That symbolic number is 144,000.
 	7. In Rev. 14:3, John sees 144,000 who “sang a new song... before the four living creatures and the (twenty-four) elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.”
 		a. The fact that the 144,000 appear before the twenty-four elders implies a connection between them.
 		b. These 144,000 also appear in Rev. 7:13-14 where they are seen dressed in white and identified as those “who have come out of the great tribulation.” (We will study about the great tribulation in another lesson.)
 		c. They also seem to be the same ones who appear in Rev. 15:1-4, who were victorious over the enemy, singing the song of the Lamb.
 		d. We are also told that their “Father’s name is written on their foreheads.” (Rev. 14:1; 22:4) And they are the ones who have a right to the holy city, the new Jerusalem, which is 12,000 stadia x 12,000 stadia (Rev. 21:16),      the perfect place that Jesus prepared just for them. (John 14:1-3)
 	8. That brings us to the number twenty-four. The twelve gates and the twelve foundations of the holy city have the names of the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles written on them. (Rev. 21:9-21) Twenty-four is the sum of 12+12.
 		a. If the book is used to define its own terms, then the twenty-four elders represent the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles. They represent all the saints from the Old Testament and all the saints in the New Testament. They are seen offering our petitions to the Lord.
 		b. From our study on numbers in the Bible, we learned that           1,000 is 10 x 10 x 10. This is a number that stands for divine completion.         Now 12 x 12 x 1,000 equals 144,000. Therefore, I believe the 144,000        represent all of God’s people who have been redeemed by the blood of                the Lamb, are dressed in His righteousness, and have overcome the enemy            of our souls through their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
 		c. And it was written to give special encouragement to all those     who have been or will be persecuted for Jesus’ sake. They are promised a special reward, just as Jesus Himself said: “Blessed are you when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.”                (Matt. 5:11-12 KJV)
 	9. This was wonderful news for the early Christian church and is still good news for us today. These twenty-four elders are reminders to us that our prayers are important to the Lord, are never forgotten, and are to be fulfilled in His time. Finally, some day when we die, like the twenty-four elders who represent us, we will go to be with the Lord too.








BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Two: The Four Living Creatures
Scripture: Rev. 4:6 “Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.”
 	1. The first thing we observe are the eyes. These are the eyes of God who sees and knows everything. These are the eyes of the Holy Spirit who is everywhere at once. So these creatures are working for the Holy Spirit.
 	2. In Rev. 4:7-8, we learn more about them. “The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.’”
 		a. A word study on creatures would show that this word can be used to describe any living being, even people.
 		b. But we learn from other scriptures that this time we are describing angels.
 	3. In Ezekiel 1:5, Ezekiel also saw “four living creatures.” They appeared with God when He came to reveal His glory and to depart from the temple before it was destroyed by the Babylonians.
 		a. In that vision, each creature had the appearance “of a man, but each of them had four faces and four wings. Their legs were straight, but their feet were like those of a calf... Under their wings on their four sides they had the hands of a man.” (vs. 5-8)
 		b. Their four faces were the same as in John’s vision - the face of a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. With two wings they covered their bodies and with two they flew. (Ezekiel 1:10-11; 23-24) To cover the body was a symbol of humility before the Lord. 
 		c. The four faces, in both visions, symbolize the work of Christ. The lion, as king of the beasts, represents Christ as King. The ox, which serves man in the fields, is a symbol of Christ as the servant of the Lord. The man reminds us of the “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all.” (I Tim. 2:5-6) In other words, this represents Christ as our high priest. And finally the eagle is the king of the air and represents the deity of Christ.
 		d. In Ezekiel 10:1, these creatures are identified as “cherubim.” In plain words, these were unique angels, serving the Lord in a very special way, doing the work of Christ.
 		e. The “seraphs” or “seraphim” (KJV) in Isaiah 6:1-6 are similar.
 	4. In John 1:43-51, we have the story of how Nathaniel met Jesus. Impressed by what Jesus said to him, he exclaims: “‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’ Jesus replies: ‘...you shall see greater things than that...you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.’”
 		a. This shows that the purpose of the angels is to serve Christ.
 		b. And in this vision, when the heavens are opened to the eyes of John, that is what he sees.
 	5. In Heb. 1:14, it says: “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” This shows how Jesus uses His angels. One of their key responsibilities is to help watch over us.
 	6. In Rev. 1:4-5, John writes: “Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness...”
 		a. The doctrine of the trinity teaches that God is one, while functioning as three persons. The angels who serve Christ also serve the Father and the Holy Spirit.
 		b. The phrase “who is, and who was, and who is to come” shows God has neither beginning nor end. It also represents Christ as the one who came to earth, presently functions from the throne of heaven, and shall come again. And “the seven spirits before His throne” are under the divine control of the Holy Spirit. Some even translate this phrase: “the seven-fold Spirit.” (See APPENDIX ONE on numbers in the Bible for more information about the number seven.)
 	7. Either way, “the seven spirits before His throne” represent all the spirits of God, that is His angels, under the control of the Holy Spirit.
 		a. Now four normally has to do with the earth.
 		b. So the four living creatures are angels, serving God before His throne. There are four with four faces because they are to serve the living Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the work of Christ upon the earth. They represent all the angels who are serving Christ to help and assist us who love the Lord and shall receive His salvation so rich and free.

BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Three: The Scroll with Seven Seals
Scripture: Rev. 5:1 “Then I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.”
 	1. While in the Spirit, John has been shown a vision of heaven. In fact, he has been taken into the very presence of God, and in the right hand of God, he sees a scroll.
 		a. The fact that it has been written on both sides shows it was a rather long scroll. Since papyrus was expensive, this is how they used the scroll material wisely.
 		b. In those days, a scroll sealed with seven seals would indicate that it was the will or testament of a person who died. Thus it was someone’s inheritance.                 		c. Since God is holding the scroll, it would imply that He had written it to give to the person who deserved it.
 		d. The seven seals were normally witnessed by seven people. So it is significant that Rev. 1:4 and Rev. 5:6 mention “the seven spirits before His throne.” They were witnesses to the contents of the will and who would be worthy to receive it. They also knew who had to die in order for the seals to be opened.
 	2. In Rev. 5:1-4, John himself “wept because no one was found worthy to open the scroll.” Somehow even John knew it was vital that someone open the scroll. That is because the scroll contained the inheritance of Christ which He would share with His people.
 		a. No one was found worthy because all of us have sinned. The angels were not worthy because they were not human and could not die for our sins. The passage quickly clarifies who is worthy and why He is worthy. It is the Lamb that was slain. (vs. 6) Jesus became our sacrificial lamb, dying in our place. In Heb. 2:9 we are told “He was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor, because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.” Being one of us, He suffered for us, and understands us.   (Heb. 4:15)
 		b. We are also told His credentials. He is called “the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,” and we are told He had conquered. (Rev. 5:5)  In plain words, this was the promised Messiah, the Christ who would come from the line of David, to establish His eternal kingdom. Just as a lion is king of the beasts, so Christ would come from the tribe of Judah to be the King of kings. This was prophesied in Gen. 49:8-10.
 	3. In Psalm 2:8-9 it says: “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter...”
 		a. The problem is the world Jesus inherited was in rebellion. In    Psalm 2:1, it says: “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand... against the Lord and against His Anointed One...” That is why God placed His Anointed One, the Christ, upon His throne     to conquer this world for Him. In Psalm 2:6 it says: “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” This is not the earthly Zion.  In Heb. 12:22 we are told this was the heavenly Zion.
 	 	b. In Book One, Lesson Two, we learned how this was predicted in Dan. 7:13, how Jesus would “come with the clouds of heaven,” His ascension, to be presented before the Ancient of Days to receive all glory and honor and power. That is what Revelation five is depicting.
 	4. But having received His kingdom as His inheritance, how will He conquer it for God? That is the theme of the seven seals. They reveal God’s battle plan to conquer the world. That plan has two major objectives.
 		a. The first objective is to preach the gospel so people will come to believe in Him. Through faith, they enter the kingdom. (Acts 1:8)
 		b. The second objective is to defeat the enemy and conquer those who refuse to believe. (I Cor. 15:20-28)
 		c. The first objective is accomplished through the opening of the first seal. The Rider on the white horse is Christ going forth into all the world with the eternal gospel.  (See Book One, Lesson Seven) The second objective is accomplished through the opening of the other seals. These horsemen bring trials of many kinds upon a sinful world in order to get their attention. As the gospel is preached (seal one), the problems caused by the others challenges people to repent and come to Christ before it is too late. (Rev. 6:1-8)
 		d. The fact that Jesus is opening these seals shows that He is the Commander of the Lord’s Army. All is under His control.
 	5. Everything accomplished in the New Testament through Christ for His church is pictured through the experiences of Israel.
 		a. Thus the exodus out of Egypt, made possible through the sacrifice of a lamb, whose blood was sprinkled on their doorposts, was a symbol of our salvation through the blood of Christ, sprinkled on our hearts through our faith in Him. The crossing of the Red Sea was a symbol of our crossing from death to life. The tabernacle and its sacrifices were all symbols of what Christ did for us on the cross.
 		b. Placing their hands on the head of the sacrificial lambs were symbols of us accepting Christ into our hearts, accepting His death for us as our death for our sins. The wilderness journey was a symbol of the challenges we face until we get to heaven. Entering the promised land of Canaan was a symbol of heaven, a land flowing with milk and honey.
 	6. Now the picture changes. We kind of start all over again, but look at it in a different way.              												a. The death of Moses, whose body could not be found, is a symbol of the death and resurrection of Christ. Joshua, then, becomes a symbol for the risen Christ leading us into battle. Canaan and the Canaanites become a symbol for the world. Joshua’s initial victories were the most important. He gained them a secure foothold. Then he divided up the inheritance among them. Joshua’s death is like the ascension of Christ. He leaves them to continue the work he began. His encounter with the Commander of the Lord’s Army shows that he is only a symbol for Christ. (Joshua 5:13-15) And the invisible Christ continues to lead them after Joshua’s death.
 		b. So Christ’s victory on the cross over Satan was the most important victory. He earned our salvation, secured a foothold for His kingdom in the world, and then commanded us to go and preach the gospel to every creature. And although He left us by ascending into heaven, He continues to be “with us always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:20)
 	7. As we learned from Psalm 2, God gave Jesus the whole world as His inheritance because He died on the cross for us. Now we must go and win the world for Him. This also has its parallel in the Book of Joshua.
 		a. In Joshua 18:1-10, just before his death, Joshua assembles the people in Shiloh to divide the rest of the inheritance. Some tribes had asked for it in advance or been assigned already. Seven tribes were left. Verse 5 begins: “You are to divide the land into seven parts....after you have written descriptions of the seven parts of the land, bring them here to me and I will cast lots for you in the presence of the Lord our God... As the men started on their way to map out the land, Joshua instructed them, ‘Go and make a survey of the land and write a description of it. Then return to me, and I will cast lots for you here at Shiloh in the presence of the Lord.’”
 		b. Just as the seven parts are described, mapped out, and assigned by God individually, yet represent the plan by which the tribes will conquer the whole inheritance, so the seven seals provide insights into how God will use us to spread the kingdom of God and win the world for Him.
 	8. Let us now return to the scroll itself. Most of the time when a scroll         is mentioned in the Word of God, it is the Word of God being read, meditated     on, or preached.
 		a. In Ex. 17:14, Moses is to write the Words of God on a scroll.
 		b. In Num. 5:23, the priests are to write the curses of God upon a scroll, symbolic of the curse of the Law.
 		c. In Deut. 17:18, the king that would someday rule over Israel       was to write a copy of the Law for himself to make sure he read it and lived         by it. Jesus is the only king who did this perfectly.
 		d. In Psalm 40:6-8, quoted in Heb. 10:5-7, Jesus is prophetically speaking, and says: “Here I am - it is written about me in the scroll - I have come to do thy will, O God.”
 		e. In Isaiah 29:11-12, it says: “For you this whole vision is nothing but words sealed in a scroll. And if you give the scroll to someone who can read...he will answer: ‘I can’t; it is sealed.’” God had many truths that the people in the Old Testament could not understand until Christ came and taught us. That is what is implied in Isaiah 29:18, where it continues: “In that day, the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.”
 	9. Closest of all, in Ezekiel 2:9-3:4, Ezekiel is told to eat a scroll, symbolic of God’s Word. And when he ate it, “it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.” This scroll was also written on both sides. “On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.” God’s Word contains words of life and death.
 		a. This is similar to Rev. 10:8-10 where John is told to take the scroll (called a little scroll compared to the big one) “that lies open in the hand of the angel...and he said to me: ‘Take and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth, it will be as sweet as honey.’”
 		b. Then he was told: “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” (Rev. 10:11) And the implication was that the news was not all good news. Terrible things were going to happen, but God wanted us to know before they happened, so when they did, we would go on believing.
10. Now that we know that the larger scroll most definitely was the Word of God, and the smaller scroll portions of the Word of God, let us remember that the scroll was sealed with seven seals and could only be opened and understood after the death of Christ. That is exactly what happened.
 		a. That is exactly what the Bible teaches us about the mystery of Christ, now made known to us through the gospel. (Eph. 3:1-13)
 		b. In I Cor. 2:9-10, Paul says: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him - but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit.”
 		c. And again, in I Peter 1:10-12, it says: “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of things that have now been told you by those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.”
 		d. These writings are the New Testament. Another word for testament is covenant. The New Testament was given to us to explain the new covenant, based on the death of Christ. And the will or testament of Jesus, won through His victory on the cross, is exactly what the New Testament is all about.
 	11. It is like a large scroll, written on both sides, opened unto us through the death of Christ, revealed through the Holy Spirit, and witnessed by the seven spirits of God. It explains everything we need to know. That includes the Book of Revelation itself with all its insights into the battle plan of Christ to conquer the world and establish His kingdom.














Illustrative Drawing #5:  The Scroll with Seven Seals

 (
Symbol of the New Covenant opened to us through the death of Christ. 
(Eph. 3: 1-6) 
)

 (
 
The 1
st
 seal - Rider on the White Horse, a symbol of Christ going forth to conquer the world through His church by preaching the gospel.
)

 (
The scroll could only be opened after the Lamb was slain. That is when Jesus received all the nations as His inheritance.  (Ps. 2: 6-9)
)





 (
 
The 2
nd
 - 4
th
 seal – Other riders taking peace from the earth, to prepare hearts to receive the gospel.
)

 (
Then Jesus commanded us to 
go conquer the world for Him.  (Matt. 28:18-20)
)
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The 5
th
 seal – symbol of our prayers for help.
)



 (
 
The 6
th
 seal – the world trembles when they realize Jesus is coming again.
)





 (
 
The 7
th
 seal – causes silence in heaven.  This is to be explained in later visions.  It represents the time of peace after Jesus
 e
stablishes His everlasting kingdom.
)




 (
T
he sealing of the seven seals 
was witnessed 
by the seven spirits of God, guaranteeing its
truthfulness.
(Rev. 1:4; 5:6)
)







BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Four: The Four Horsemen
Scripture: Rev. 6:1-8 “I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, ‘Come!’ I looked, and there before me was a white horse...When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, ‘Come!’ Then another horse came out, a fiery red one... When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, ‘Come!’ I looked, and there before me was a black horse...When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, ‘Come!’ I looked, and there before me was a pale horse...”
 	1. As we have already learned, I believe the Rider on the white horse is Christ Himself, going forth into all the world to establish His kingdom and conquer His enemies. (See Book One, Lesson Seven) At the end of chapter six and again in Revelation nineteen, we see that He succeeded in what He set out to do.  So the Rider on the White horse represents “the eternal gospel” going forth into all the world before the end can come. (Matt. 24:14; Rev. 14:6-7)
 	2. The Rider on the red horse is sent out to take peace from the earth.     (Rev. 6:3-4) The Rider on the black horse brings food shortages and financial problems. (vs. 5-6) And the Rider on the pale horse brings death, brought on by the sword, famine, plagues, and wild beasts. (vs. 7-8)
 		a. Once again we find the parallel experience in the history of Israel. In Zech. 1:7-11, the Rider on the red horse is in the lead with red, brown, and white horses behind him.
 		b. The Rider reports that they searched the earth and the whole world was at peace. But in vs. 15, the Lord says: “I am very angry with the nations that feel secure.” In plain words, things are about to change. God is going to take peace from the earth.
 		c. Why? In vs. 12 it says: “The Lord spoke kind and comforting words to the angel” in regard to His people. The problems God was allowing in the earth were for the benefit of His people who had been punished and were being persecuted. It was done so the Jews would return to their own land in preparation for the first coming of Christ.										 	d. In similar fashion, the riders on the red, black, and pale horses in Revelation chapter six were sent forth to fight for God’s people by taking peace away from our sinful world, and in the process, prepare for the second coming of Christ.
 	3. In Zech. 6:1-8, Zechariah sees four chariots led by red, black, white, and dappled horses respectively. They are pictures of “the four spirits of heaven,” being sent out from the presence of the Lord to accomplish their work for Him. According to the Hebrew text, these “four spirits of heaven” could also be called “the four winds of heaven.” That is very similar to what we learn in Rev. 7:1. In both passages, notice the continued use of the number four, symbolic of God’s work in the whole earth.
 		a. In Zechariah’s visions, please observe that the white horses are not leading because Christ has not yet come and the gospel has not yet gone forth. But in Rev. 19:14, all of God’s people who went forth preaching the gospel are now visualized as “riding on white horses” in behalf of Christ, following their leader who is Christ, and at the end of history, are seen returning with their victorious leader.
 		b. Now the first coming of Christ is predicted in Zechariah chapters three and four. Then in Zech. 9:9-10, Jesus is seen coming in peace, riding on the back of a donkey, as He did on Palm Sunday. That is what Jesus does through His eternal gospel; He comes and offers peace with God to everyone who will come to Him, bringing peace to those who were near, meaning believing Jews, and peace to those who were far off, meaning believing Gentiles. (Eph. 2:1-18) And His ultimate goal is to establish peace to the ends of the earth, which He will do when He comes again and reigns over His kingdom forever and ever. (Revelation chapters twenty-one and twenty-two)
 		c. But before this will be accomplished, there will be many problems and many will die. Only those who repent will be saved. That is the message of the Four Horsemen.






BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Five: The Seal of the Living God
Scripture: Rev. 7:2-4 “Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice.... ‘Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.”
 	1. This passage speaks of those who have received the seal of the living God on their foreheads. We see these same people in Rev. 22:3-5. It says: “No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads... And they will reign forever and ever.”
 		a. This is a picture of the eternal kingdom, the final abode of God’s people. They are all called God’s servants with His seal on their foreheads.  Servants in those days were branded like cattle to show to whom they belonged. To have God’s mark on their foreheads is a symbolic way of showing they belong to Christ.
 		b. In Eph. 1:13, it says: “Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.” So the seal of God is not a literal mark, but the presence of the Holy Spirit. To be marked on the forehead means to have God’s Spirit influencing our thoughts. As it says in I Cor. 2:16:  “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
 		c. Or as it says in Rom. 8:9: “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.” “The Lord knows those who are His” because he knows who has His Spirit in their hearts. (II Tim. 2:19)
 	2. Now God was about to judge the earth. That is symbolically described in Rev. 7:1 where it says: “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree.”
 		a. We still use this language today. We talk about the storms of life to describe the hard times in our lives. That is the language being used here. 			 	b. But before these four winds are allowed to blow, God makes sure His people are marked or sealed with “the seal of the living God.” What does this mean?
 	
3. It certainly means that God was going to watch over His people during the trials that He would bring upon the earth. It was to give encouragement and comfort to those who were struggling.
 		a. It might be helpful here to remind ourselves that there is a spiritual war going on in which Satan is attacking us while God in turn attacks them.  This is clearly explained in II Thess. 1:4-6. 
 		b. It says: “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. All of this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just; He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled.”
 	4. The best way to understand this is to consider the hardships of the Jewish people in Egypt. That is why God sent Moses and Aaron to help them. He brought plagues upon the Egyptians because of all the cruel things they were doing to God’s people. Some of these plagues affected everyone. But then God started to make a distinction between His people and the enemy. (Ex. 7-11)
 		a. That is what these chapters are trying to describe. Some problems, like the economic woes predicted in Rev. 6:5-6, would affect everyone. But at a certain point, God begins to make a differentiation between His people and the world at large.
 		b. At some point, God begins to punish the lost for rejecting the Gospel and persecuting His people. This is called the “wrath of God” against the ungodly. (Rom. 1:18) The final expression of this wrath is to cast the lost into the Lake of Fire. But there are many lesser expressions of that wrath that occur throughout history as Rom. 1:18-32 explains.
 		c. Revelation 7:1-8:5 is a promise that the worse it gets for God’s people, the more God will help us and fight for us. 	
 	5. This is also clear from Rev. 6:11 where John was told that many more saints still had to die for the faith before Jesus would come again. But we must never forget that Jesus knows who we are because we are sealed with His seal. Therefore, we can claim His promises. Here are some important ones that we can claim.
 		a. In I Peter 3:17 it says: “It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” This shows that God will discipline His people if we deliberately go on sinning against Him. But sometimes we suffer for doing what is right. That is actually to be considered a privilege.
 		b. In Matt. 5:10-12 it says: “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of  righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven...”
 		c. In Psalm 91:11 it says: “He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” The devil quoted this to Jesus and told Him to do wrong. Jesus taught us that, just because God is watching over us, we are not to test Him by doing wrong. (Matt. 4:5-7)
 		d. In Psalm 91:14-16 God says: “Because he loves me... I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
 	6. That is why we see those who have been sealed living in God’s heavenly kingdom in Revelation twenty-two. It is God’s way of showing He will keep His word. The 144,000 who were sealed, who are mentioned in Rev. 7:1-4, represent all of God’s people, but especially those who have gone through great tribulation before entering into that heavenly kingdom.
 	7. With these thoughts in mind, it is time to consider the great tribulation itself.













BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Six: The Great Tribulation
Scripture: Rev. 7:14-17 “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst... For the Lamb ...will be their shepherd; He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”
 	1. Please observe how this whole passage is full of imagery. To wash one’s robes in the blood of the Lamb is a symbolic way of describing what happens when we ask Jesus to forgive our sins and come into our hearts. “The blood of the Lamb” is the blood of Christ shed on the cross by which Jesus paid the penalty for our sins. When we ask Jesus to forgive us, we are asking God to accept the death of Christ in our behalf as if it were our death, the penalty we deserve.
 	2. To “spread His tent over them” is a symbolic way of saying Jesus accepts us as His own.
 		a. When Ruth asked Boaz to spread his garment over her because he was a Kinsman Redeemer, it was her way of asking Boaz to become her husband and make her part of his family. (Ruth 3-4)
 		b. For God to spread “His tent” over us was a way of saying He would adopt and accept us as His sheep and watch over us as a shepherd would watch over his sheep. That is why the passage goes on to use language similar to Psalm twenty-three.
 	3. When it says they will “never hunger or thirst again” and that He would “wipe away every tear from their eyes,” it shows that they had come out of a very bad experience where they had been hungry and thirsty and had shed many a tear. In their new heavenly home, they would never have to worry about this again.
 	4. To “come out of the great tribulation,” therefore, does not mean that they did not go through it. To the contrary, it means they did go through it and now had found the peace that God promised to all who would be faithful, even unto death. (Rev. 2:10; 14:12-13) In plain words, this book was written to encourage those who were going to go through it.
 	5. That raises two important questions. Who are these people? And when will this happen?
 		a. Obviously these are God’s people who have accepted Christ and been cleansed through the blood of the cross. They have received the Holy Spirit and been sealed by God’s Spirit. They know Jesus as their shepherd.  In plain words, everything that we learn about them could be applied to every Christian. The only difference is that we do not all go through the great tribulation.
 		b. But even that may be more about intensity than reality. Because Jesus Himself warned that if they hated Him, they would hate us too. If they persecuted Him, they would persecute us too. (John 15:18-25)  So the truth of the matter is that many Christians are persecuted, and in some sense, we all are persecuted in different ways. Some are just persecuted more severely.
 		c. And I believe this book was written to especially encourage Christians who were or are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus. But in the process, is not God also seeking to encourage the rest of us as well?
 	6. Jesus commanded all of us to take up our cross and follow Him. That implies a dying to self and a living for Christ that will often require sacrifices on our part and opposition from the world.									a. In this study on the meaning of the word “tribulation,” it is recommended that you compare the King James Version (KJV) with the New International Version (NIV) because the KJV consistently uses the word “tribulation” to describe suffering in these passages, while the NIV uses other words with similar meanings.											b. Now the first observation we need to make is that this word can be used to describe the suffering of non-Christians as in Rev. 2:22.  But it can also be used to describe the suffering of Christians as in Rev. 2:10.
 		c. So only the context can help us know whose sufferings we are talking about. Here are some passages that apply it to Christians. (Rom. 5:3; 8:35; 12:12; Eph. 3:13; I Thess. 3:4; II Thess. 1:4, 6; II Cor. 1:4; 7:4)
 		d. One of my favorites is Acts 14:21-22 where it says: “They preached the good news ... strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. ‘We must go through many hardships (much tribulation) to enter the kingdom of God.’”
 	7. Now Revelation chapter seven identifies the people who came out of the great tribulation as the 144,000 who were sealed. (See Book Three, Lesson Five) The meaning of the 144,000 is also discussed in APPENDIX ONE on the symbolic meaning of numbers in the Bible, as well as our lesson on the twenty-four elders. (See Book Three, Lesson One)  In these lessons, I came to the conclusion that the 144,000 is a symbolic number for all God’s people who ever lived, but I also said these 144,000 especially represent all those who have been severely persecuted for their faith, because they are the ones who would need the most encouraging. 
 	8. When we examine the history of God’s people, we could find many examples of persecution, times when one or more Christians went through a period of great tribulation.  But God’s Word points out three occasions that take on special significance. These three occasions would truly qualify as periods of “great tribulation” because so many were persecuted or killed at the same time.
9. The first occasion happened during the reign of the Greek King  Antiochus IV, otherwise known as Antiochus Epiphanes.  He invaded Israel and tried to force them to give up their faith and become like the Greeks.  This happened around 168 B.C.  He desecrated the temple and killed many. This was so important that God warned His people that this would happen through the prophet Daniel. (Dan. 8:9-27; 11:29-45)
 	10. The second time of “great tribulation” occurred when the city of Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans. Jesus used the period of great suffering experienced by the Jews under Antiochus Epiphanes to warn His people of the great tribulation that would occur when Titus surrounded and attacked Jerusalem   in 70 A.D.   (Matt. 24:9-14)											a. In this passage, Jesus warned His people that the temple would be desecrated again, just as it was in the days of Antiochus, and that they should flee the city just before all of this would happen.									b. He also told them this would be a time of great persecution     against Christians as well as a time of great judgment that would come upon       the Jews. Many of you have heard of Nero. He burned Christians alive and did horrible things to the believers. Peter and Paul died under his reign. That occurred around 63-65 A.D.
 		c. From the time that Jesus died, rose, and ascended into heaven until 70 A.D., Christians went through great persecution from Jews and Gentiles alike.
 	11. Finally, Jesus told us that the third occasion of significance, a time when there would be great persecution against God’s people, would happen just before He returned. This time Jesus used the terrible persecution under the Romans to illustrate the “great tribulation” that would take place in the last days.   				a. Just before He comes again, Christians will be persecuted as never before, and the world will be judged by God for doing so. In this case, the temple may very well represent the temple of the Holy Spirit. 							b. Satan will do all he can to desecrate and destroy God’s spiritual temple. The beast - governments opposed to Christ, the false prophet - all religious ideas that oppose or contradict the Word of God, and the harlot - all temptations and evil desires perpetrated by the devil and his hordes, will do all they can to make life miserable for the saints, and Jesus predicted that many would fall away. (Matt. 24:9-14; Rev. 12-19)
 	12. This book was written to prepare us for that time of history. But it was also written to encourage the Christians in John’s day and to help other Christians like in the days of the inquisition. The beauty of God’s Word is that it can be applied to any situation where we need to be encouraged. 

Illustrative Story # 5:  Troubled Times

	When I was young, my father left the Christian Reformed church to attend a non-denominational church called Grace Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey.  At the time, I was attending a Christian school run by the Christian Reformed church.  But once my father left the church, the other young people held it against me.

	I realize, as an adult, that that is the way kids can be.  But as a ninth grader, I was very upset.  I was being persecuted for my faith, and it was very difficult for me.  One day someone took my lunch bag and threw it into the latrine.  I knew what it was like to be rejected.

	But God used that experience to cause me to take my faith seriously.  Eventually it led to my decision to give my life to the service of the Lord and become a minister.  In the course of my sixty five years upon this earth, I have had many other difficult experiences.  And what I have discovered is that these difficult experiences have all been used of God to teach me new lessons and make me into a better person.  And I am sure God has and will do that in your life too.




 




BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Seven: The Seven Trumpets
Scripture:  Rev. 8:2 “And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.”
 	1. As the angels blow these seven trumpets, God sends seven plagues upon the earth. These plagues are a direct result of the prayers of the saints that went up before God. (Rev. 8:3-4) This affirms once again the principle that God sends His plagues and other forms of His wrath upon the earth in response to our prayers. It is His way of punishing those who keep picking on His children.
 	2. These seven plagues remind us of the children of Israel in the land of Egypt. When they cried unto the Lord for help, God sent Moses to help them, and God used ten plagues to punish the Egyptians until they were ready to let God’s people go.
 		a. In Revelation chapters eight and nine, God uses seven plagues. Seven symbolizes unity in diversity. In plain words, the seven plagues, each introduced by the blowing of a trumpet, are all being used to accomplish one task, to bring God’s judgment down on a wicked world.
 		b. In I Cor. 15:51-54, it says: “Listen, I tell you a mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’”  I believe this trumpet is the last trumpet.
3. When it says “death has been swallowed up in victory,” I believe that means that death has been destroyed once and for all. (I Cor. 15:26)  If there is no more death, then this is obviously the end of the age.							a. It means that Christ shall come again to judge the lost at the very same time that He comes to establish His kingdom.  Otherwise more would die after this event.													b. If “death has been swallowed up in victory,” then the return of Christ is the end of history when “the last enemy,” meaning death, shall be destroyed.  (I Cor. 15:24-26)

4. This is also affirmed in Rev. 11:15. It says when the seventh trumpet is sounded, voices in heaven will cry out: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.”				a. When it says that “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ,” I believe that means that Jesus is in complete control.  It means He has defeated His enemies once and for all. That is why it goes on to say that “He will reign for ever and ever.”  It does not say there shall be a thousand year reign, more deaths, and then He will establish His eternal kingdom.  No, when Jesus comes again, He will judge the world and establish His kingdom once and for all.											b. After describing Jesus’ second coming in Rev. 11:15, the twenty-four elders praise God because “the time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great – and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”  The “judging” and “rewarding” happen at the same time. (Rev. 11:18)
5. This also agrees with I Thess. 4:16-17 where it says: “The Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.”			a. I believe this “trumpet call” is another reference to the last trumpet.  It says that “the dead in Christ will rise first.”  Then those who love the Lord,    who are still alive, will “meet the Lord in the air.”  I assume that means these Christians will also have been changed “in the twinkling of an eye” as predicted   in I Cor. 15:52-54.  That includes all Christians.								b. Therefore, I Thess. 5:1-10 must be referring to the same event because Christians are warned to be ready. This time the return of Christ is called “the day of the Lord.”  We are told “the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  Thus the return of Christ and the judgment that will come on the lost are once again described as occurring at the same time.
6. Therefore, these seven plagues introduced by the seven trumpets, described for us in Revelation chapters eight through eleven, are very important.  They describe, from God’s point of view, what Jesus is doing to help His people until He returns.  Always remember the plagues were sent in answer to our prayers.  They show how much God loves us.  Just as He sent His plagues on the Egyptians, so He is now sending His plagues on the earth.  Just as He set the Israelites free, so in the end He will come for us and set us free.						
	a. Revelation chapter twelve introduces the second half of the book.  Just as chapters four and five began with the ascension of Christ and ended with a description of His return in chapter eleven, so Revelation twelve begins with the story of the ascension of Christ and ends in chapters nineteen and twenty with a description of His return.												b. The difference is that this section describes the work of Satan and all of his efforts to defeat the Lord Jesus Christ.  This section shares all of Satan’s attempts to attack Christ and His people from the day Jesus was born until Jesus returns in Revelation chapter nineteen.									c. Of course, we are also told how Satan and his allies will be defeated!  But now we are getting ahead of our present study.
 	7. Returning to our subject of the seven trumpets, it is interesting to see how trumpets are used in other parts of the Bible.
 		a. In Ex. 19:16, the trumpet was used to summon the people to meet with God at Mt. Sinai when God gave the ten commandments. It was a warning of His judgments against sin. How appropriate, therefore, that the seven trumpets mentioned in Revelation chapters eight through eleven also speak of God’s judgments against sin.										 		b. In Ex. 20:18, “when the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet...they trembled with fear.” How much more will the world tremble with fear at the last trump when “the sky receded like a scroll... They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” (Rev. 6:14-17)
 	8. In Judges 7:16-18, the trumpets were sounded to start the war against the Midianites to reveal God’s anger against the enemies of God’s people.  In this battle, God fought for His people. So it shall be in the end.
 	9. In Psalm 81:3, the ram’s horn was blown to celebrate Israel’s victory over the Egyptians. So the last trumpet is both a warning meant for those who are lost as well as a proclamation of celebration for the righteous as it all comes to a head at the end of the ages.
 	10. God’s trumpets may also be a warning meant for God’s own people when they wander astray. In Ezek. 33:1-5, the trumpet was sounded as a warning for Israel to get ready for battle. If the watchman did not warn them, then he was to blame. But if he did warn them, then they were to blame for not getting ready. Ezekiel was the watchman. The people would not listen. Judgment came upon them.
 		a. In like manner, “judgment begins with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, ‘if it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?’” (I Peter 4:17-18)
 		b. This reminds us of Revelation chapters two and three where Jesus warns His church and promises to punish them too, if they do not repent and get right with Him.
 	11. The seven trumpets show that there is a progression in intensity, just as there was in the plagues of Egypt. It shows how God warns and warns and warns until finally it is too late. It is amazing how hardened the human heart can become. How stubborn we can be!
 		a. In Rev. 16:8-9, it describes the fourth bowl of wrath in which people are “seared by intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify Him.”
 		b. This is the way it will be when Jesus finally comes again. All who are going to be saved will have been saved, and all who are lost will be lost.    (Rev. 22:10-12) But God cannot be blamed, for He will have warned everybody seven times! (See Rev. 9:20-21) 




BOOK THREE: THE VISION 
Lesson Eight: The Abyss 
Scripture: Rev. 9:1 “The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss.”
 	1. This verse needs to be compared to Rev. 20:1 where it says: “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.”
 		a. The Bible says “He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked it and sealed it over him.” (Rev. 20:2-3) 
 		b. Scholars disagree as to when this happens or happened. Some believe this will happen at the end of the age because this passage is found at the end of the book. But Jesus talks about “Satan falling like lightning” (Luke 10:18) because of His ministry among us and how He “bound the strong man”      (Matthew 12:29) before He took his goods away from him. These verses imply that the binding of Satan occurred as a result of Jesus’ ministry and death on the cross. That is what I believe.
 		c. This does not mean that Satan cannot do anything. It means what he is allowed to do is totally under the control of God. Satan has many demons working for him. But they only can do so much. (Some of this was discussed in Book One, Lesson Five, but is repeated here to help clarify this subject on the Abyss.)
 	2. The thousand years in which Satan is bound may be literal and occur during the millennium. But 1,000 years is 10 x 10 x 10, numerically standing for God’s perfect period of time. Satan is released when the thousand years are over. (Rev. 20:7) That is when he will enter into the antichrist, the man of sin, and do his very worst. That will occur at the end of the age, just before Jesus comes again.
 		a. Assuming Satan was bound as a result of Jesus’ ministry and death on the cross and his release will occur just before Jesus comes again, then the 1,000 years represents the period between the first and second coming of Christ. During that period, all those who love the Lord, who die and go to be with the Lord, “live and reign with Christ” in heaven. That is the “first resurrection,” the resurrection of the soul. The rest of the dead, the lost, do not participate in this first resurrection. (Rev. 20:4-5)
 		b. According to this view, the millennium is symbolic of the entire church age, not a literal thousand years when Jesus reigns in the old Jerusalem. Instead, Jesus is reigning from His exalted throne in heaven, in the new Jerusalem, and we are reigning with Him. (Eph. 2:6)
 	3. Looked at this way, Rev. 20:1-6 are a summary of the present church age up until the battle with Gog and Magog, the final battle of history, in which Satan leads his hordes in his final attempt to do his worst. That is when he will be defeated and cast into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:7-10)
 	4. But between the first and second coming of Christ, Satan and his demons are kept in the Abyss and released a little bit at a time. The closer we get to the end, the more demons are released. That is what is being described in Revelation chapter nine. As the world rejects Christ and wants the devil to reign over them, God will slowly give them the devil to reign over them, by releasing more and more demons, until the devil himself is released and does just that.
 	5. The Abyss and the abode of Satan and his demons go hand in hand.  “Smoke rises from this pit, as the smoke of a great furnace.” (Rev. 9:2 KJV) It is not hell, but as close to hell as you can get. Hell is technically “the lake of fire.” That is where all evil will be cast in the end. (Rev. 20:14-15)
 		a. It is called a “prison.” (Rev. 20:7) Prisons are supposed to be used to protect people from those who could harm them. God’s prison does just that.
 		b. When the Abyss is opened, the smoke that is released darkens the sky. (Rev. 9:2) That is because evil is being released into the world.
 	6. These demons that are being released are called locusts with the stinging power of scorpions. They are only allowed to torture the lost who do not want Christ to rule over them. Yet in grace, this only happens for five months. Five is the number of grace. During this time, the demons are not allowed to kill them. That is grace. God is still giving them a chance to repent. (Rev. 9:1-6)
 	7. These “locusts look like horses prepared for battle.” This is a spiritual battle. Horses are a symbol for war.
 		a. They wear crowns of gold to show how they tempt people through wealth and greed. Crowns symbolize their power. (vs. 7)
 		b. They have human faces (vs. 7) because they work through humans who have rejected Christ and opened their hearts to Satan.
 		c. They have women’s hair (vs. 8) to symbolize the way they use lust and immorality to achieve their objectives.
 		d. They have lions’ teeth (vs. 8) because Satan is like a “roaring lion...seeking whom he may devour.” (I Peter 5:8 KJV)
 	8. The sound of their wings is like that of many horses. (vs. 9) Ultimately, many will be sent in preparation for the battle of Armageddon, like two hundred million strong! (Rev. 9:13-16; Rev. 16:12-16)
 	9. “They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon,” which means Destroyer. (Rev. 9:11) Jesus said Satan is like a thief whose only desire is “to steal and kill and destroy.” (John 10:10) People joke about going to hell. But the Bible says that being with the devil and his angels is no joking matter. We are all called to repent while we can.
Illustrative Drawing # 6: Locusts that Wound
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Satan’s demons are released more and more 
as the world rejects Christ. (Rev. 9)

 (
King over them is Satan. 
 
(Rev. 9:11)
)
 (
Like horses – this is a symbol for spiritual warfare.
)
 (
When the 6
th
 trumpet sounds,
 200 million gather for the final battle of history. (Rev.9:16; 16:16)
) (
Crowns of gold – symbols of wealth and political power.
)

 (
Like scorpions – tails that sting and torment people.  (Rev. 9:10)   Satan comes “to steal, to kill and to destroy.”  
     
(John 10:10)
) (
Women’s hair – works 
  
through lust and immorality. 
            
(Rev. 9:8; 17:1-6) 
) (
Lion’s teeth – Satan is a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
              
(I Peter 5:8)
) (
Hurt people for 5 months, but cannot kill them – sign of God’s grace, still giving them
 a chance to repent, but they won’t. (Rev. 9:21; 16:10-11)
 
) (
Breastplates of iron – man’s attempts to protect himself.
)[image: ]



In contrast, Christians wear the breastplate of righteousness, provided by our Savior. (Eph. 6:14) 
BOOK THREE: THE VISION 
Lesson Nine: The Seven Thunders 
Scripture: Rev. 10:3-4 “When he shouted, the voice of the seven thunders spoke...And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say: ‘Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down.’” (See also Rev. 4:5; 6:1; 14:2)
 	1. In Rev. 10:5-7, we are told these thunders spoke just before the seventh trumpet was sounded, which marked the coming of Christ. (Rev. 11:15)  To emphasize this, we are told: “There will be no more delay.” (Rev. 10:6)
 		a. Yet whatever the seven thunders had to say was sealed up. We will never know what John saw.
 		b. Clearly there are things that will happen that John saw that we will never know about. There are things we are not supposed to know. There are things the world is not supposed to know.
 	2. In Dan. 12:9-10, Daniel is told: “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.”
 		a. That passage occurs at the end of the Book of Daniel, after God has revealed many things to him. Many of those things would not make any sense until the last days, and then only the wise in Christ would figure it out.
 		b. So it is with the thunders. The wicked are not supposed to know. The righteous do not need to know.
 	3. But there are things we can know about these thunders. Let us look at how God spoke through thunder in other parts of Scripture.
 		a. When God gave the Ten Commandments, there was thunder       and lightning. God’s voice sounded through the thunder and scared the people. (Ex. 20:18) It spoke of His power and righteousness and the need to be right     with God.
 		b. Just prior to that, God spoke to Pharaoh and the Egyptians through thunder and lightning. (Ex. 9:23) It was one of the plagues to get their attention. It was used to punish the wicked while God fought to free His people. This becomes a common theme.
 	4. In I Sam. 7:10, thunder and lightning are used to defeat the Philistines.  Samuel was offering up a sacrifice to God, seeking the help of God. The Israelites were greatly out-numbered. So God fought for them.
 	5. In Psalm 77:13-20, God is portrayed as using a thunder storm so severe that it writhed and convulsed the waters of the Red Sea, until a path was formed for them to walk through to the other side. It was as if God was in that storm, yet His footprints could not be seen.
 		a. After God’s people walked through on dry ground, the armies of Pharaoh were drowned as the convulsing waters returned.
 		b. Once again God spoke through the thunder by defending and helping His people while defeating their enemies.
 	6. In the midst of his sufferings, Job says: “Who can understand the thunder of His power?” (Job 26:14)
 		a. The Book of Job often describes the power of God, revealed especially through His creation and the things He has made. That includes the thunder storm, used to symbolize His voice.
 		b. Job could not understand all that happened to him and wanted an explanation. But when he saw the Lord, he was overwhelmed. He said: “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job. 42:5-6)
 	7. The purpose for the thunders in the Book of Revelation was to reveal God’s power and cause people to repent. For those who will not repent, God will fight against them while He defends His own.
 		a. Since the seven thunders occur very close to the end, it could very well be describing the final major battle of history, the battle of Armageddon. (Rev. 16:16)
 		b. In that battle, God’s people will be surrounded and all will seem hopeless. “Then the Lord will come with thunder and earthquake and great noise, with windstorm and tempest and flames of a devouring fire. Then the hordes of all the nations that fight against (God’s people), that attack her...will be as it is with a dream, with a vision in the night – as when a hungry man dreams that he is eating, but he awakens, and his hunger remains...So will it be with the hordes of all the nations that fight against (God’s people).” (Isaiah 29:6-8)
 		c. In this passage, I have substituted God’s people for the word Jerusalem, because they are the ones being attacked. Now Jerusalem could be used to refer to the people in Jerusalem itself. If that is true, then I believe many Jews will come to know the Lord before this battle occurs. That is implied in Zech. 12:10 and 13:1.
 		d. Or Jerusalem may be used symbolically to represent the new Jerusalem, the Mt. Zion referred to in Heb. 12:22. In that case, it represents all of God’s people scattered over the face of the earth. Either way, if and when the whole world turns against us, here is a promise that God will fight for us.
 	8. Let us also consider Psalm twenty-nine. This unique Psalm is totally dedicated to the God who speaks through thunder and lightning. These thunders could be broken down into seven parts:
 		a. “The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.” (vs. 3)
 		b. “The voice of the Lord is powerful.” (vs. 4)
 		c. “The voice of the Lord is majestic.” (vs. 4)
 		d. “The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon...” (vs. 5-6)
 		e. “The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of lightning.” (vs. 7)
 		f. “The voice of the Lord shakes the desert; the Lord shakes the desert of Kadesh.” (vs. 8)
 		g. “The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.” (vs. 9)  The number seven often speaks of unity in diversity. The seven thunders are as one; the Lord has a message for everyone.
 	9. Notice how the voice of the Lord revealed through the thunder and lightning speaks to all parts of the earth. This includes the waters, the desert, the forests, and the mountains. Nothing is outside of God’s reach.  No one can hide from the face “of Him to whom we must give account.” (See Heb. 4:13)
 	10. But for those who love the Lord, that is wonderful news. That means He can protect us and help us no matter where we live. “The Lord is enthroned as King forever. The Lord gives strength to His people; the Lord blesses His people with peace.” (Psalm 29:10-11; Psalm 139:1-16)
 	11. Finally, in John 12:20-33, Jesus tells Jews and Gentiles about His coming death; and how, through His death, He would bring glory to the name of His Father. “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.’ The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to Him. Jesus said: ‘This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.’”
 	12. With a thunderous voice, God speaks of judgment against this world and of our salvation in Christ. That is what the seven thunders mean to me.  It is a promise from God that no matter how bad it gets, we can depend on Him to fight for us. He always has, and He will continue to do it to the end.


 
Illustrative Story # 6:  The Thunder Storm

	One day there was a hurricane with much thunder and lightning.  Our parsonage only had a one car garage, and our second car was parked out under some big trees.  To make matters worse, some were over our house too!

	I felt led to pray for safety.  I literally moved from the back door of our house to the front door and back again every time the wind shifted.  Wherever the storm seemed to be the worst that is where I went and where I prayed.  By God’s grace, we were protected.

	But that was not enough to satisfy me.  I asked God to prove how dangerous this storm was by allowing a large tree to fall somewhere close by.  Now our house was located next to another, which controlled the right of way to our driveway.  We would literally have to drive between two houses to get to the street on the far side of our house.  

	When I did, there was this huge tree, pulled up by the roots.  It had fallen parallel to the street so as not to hurt any of the homes.  But there it was!  I knew God was in that storm.  I knew no harm could come to me as long as He had more for me to do. 

	 No one needs to convince me that God speaks through the storms of life.  The only question is this:  Are we listening?  Are we getting the message that God has for us?









BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Ten: The Dragon
Scripture: Rev. 12:3-4 “Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.”
 	1. In Rev. 12:9, we are told: “The great dragon was hurled down - that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” This verse identifies the dragon as Satan himself.
 		a. His size is symbolic of how dangerous he is. Red symbolizes the blood he would shed.
 		b. The seven heads and ten horns symbolize kings and kingdoms under its power.
2. In Rev. 17:9-10, it says: “The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come.”
 		a. Rome was built on seven hills. So this seems to be a reference to the Roman Empire, but it is hard to identify the seven kings. Rome was persecuting God’s people.
 		b. The numbers five and seven imply that God’s grace was still at work, supporting and encouraging His people, in spite of the devil’s threats.
3. “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast.” (Rev. 17:12)
 		a. “The beast” was introduced in Rev. 13:1. The dragon gave his power to the beast in verse 2. The beast represents the kingdom of Satan in this world. It represents all satanic forces that are “antichrist.” In John’s day, it was Rome. In the last days, it is called “Babylon the Great.”
 		b. In Rev. 13:11, we are introduced to a second beast that has “two horns like a lamb, but ...spoke like a dragon.” This second beast represents all false religion. It is also “antichrist.” Satan loves to use political power and false religion to attack the church.
 		c. Notice how it likes to pretend it is Christian, but speaks like the dragon. Satan always tells you how good he is, while fighting God’s people every way he can. The true believer has no problem telling the difference.
 	4. Finally Satan works through “the harlot.” This represents the social forces of Satan, using all kinds of lust and greed to destroy God’s people morally. She is called “the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.” (Rev. 17:5)
 		a. Satan works through all three of these enemies of God to destroy the world and attack God’s people.
 		b. In Rev. 17:3, it says: “I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.” This shows how they normally work together. But in the end, something goes wrong.
5. “The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire.” (Rev. 17:16) Why? Because “God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose.” (vs. 17) That will be the beginning of the end.
 		a. “In one day her plagues will overtake her....In one hour your doom will come...when they see the smoke of her burning.” (Rev. 18:8, 10, 18)
 		b. Soon after that Christ will come again. (Revelation nineteen) And the dragon himself will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:10)
6. So we are on the winning side, but the road is difficult until Jesus comes again. In Revelation chapters four through eleven, we saw what Jesus would do and how He would win. But in Revelation twelve through eighteen, we see what Satan will be allowed to do and how tough it will get.
 		a. When Jesus was born, Satan immediately tried to kill Him.       (Rev. 12:1-6)
 		b. When he was defeated through the death and resurrection of Christ, resulting in Jesus’ ascension to the throne, Satan was thrown down to the earth along with his demons. The angels also participated in this war. (Rev. 12:7-10)
7. Then Satan turned on God’s people, causing them to flee from his persecution, to a “place prepared for (them) in the wilderness, where she would be taken care of...” (Rev. 12:6)
 		a. This has literally happened over and over again. But wherever God’s people have gone, they brought the gospel with them. So the eternal gospel has spread to the ends of the earth.
 		b. But in the end, when there is no other place to go, Jesus will come for us and take us to be with Him. (Revelation nineteen) That is the good news of the gospel.



Illustrative Drawing #7: the Dragon

 (
He is red – sheds innocent blood.  
He is also e
normous – to show his great power.
 (Rev. 12:3)
) (
Called Satan, the Devil, and the serpent.  (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:9)
)

 (
Imagine 
7 heads with 7 crowns – represents power over many governments yet united in their purpose, wickedness at its worst.
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 (
Satan’s cohorts all look like him.
)
 (
Tail swept 1/3 the stars out of heaven – symbol of his fall, taking many angels with him.
 (Rev. 12:4)
)


 (
Ten horns – represents Satan’s complete control over the forces of evil.   (Eph. 6:12; Rev. 17)
)


 (
The beast out of the sea has his head.  (Rev. 13:1) 
This s
ymbol
izes
 anti-christian power.
)


 (
Woman clothed with the sun – represents God’s people and all of Satan’s attempts to destroy
 her in the Old Testament period.  (Gen. 3:15)
)
 (
Stands in front of the woman who gives birth.  (Rev. 12:
4
)  Satan’
s attempts
 to stop the birth of 
Christ. (Matt. 2:10-18)
)

 (
The beast out of the earth has horns like a lamb, but looks like a dragon.  
This is a s
ymbol of all false religion, trying to 
appear good.
) (
The great harlot has his head but looks like a woman.  This is a symbol of all deceitful lusts.  (Rev. 17:1-5)
)



BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Eleven: The Mark of the Beast 
Scripture: Rev. 13:18 “This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.”
1. In APPENDIX ONE on numbers in the Bible, it teaches us that six is the number of man, and 666 is like man’s trinity. It is man seeking to replace God. It is interesting, therefore, that the Dragon reveals himself to man in three primary ways: 
 		a. As the beast out of the sea, representing all anti-christian governments. (Rev. 13:1)
 		b. As the beast that comes out of the earth, representing all anti-christian religions or anti-christian ideas. (Rev. 13:11)
 		c. And as the great harlot, called Babylon the Great, representing all anti-christian behavior. (Rev. 17:1-6)
2. If it takes wisdom to calculate the number, then maybe it is not a literal number. In Rev. 13:17, we are told that the number, or mark of the beast, is also “the name of the beast or the number of his name.” Thus it is his name that is put on the forehead and the hand.
 		a. That is how a slave was marked to show to whom he belonged. To be marked with the name of Satan means you are a slave of Satan, a captive of sin, and part of his kingdom. (II Tim. 2:26)
 		b. To be marked on the forehead means he controls how you think. To be marked on the hand means he controls how you act. “You are slaves to the one whom you obey.” (Rom. 6:16)
 		c. Whether this mark, therefore, is literal or spiritual, the symbolic meaning remains.
3. This is why Jesus came and died for us, to set us free from the control of Satan. He redeemed us from the power of Satan by paying the ransom for our sins (Matt. 20:28), so we can enjoy the freedom of the people of God. (Gal. 5:1)
 		a. When we become voluntary slaves of Christ, He seals us or marks us with the Holy Spirit, guaranteeing us our inheritance in heaven. (Eph. 1:13)
 		b. Because of the dangers of this world and the judgments God Him-self brings on the world, He also seals us to protect us from that too. (Rev. 7:2-3)
 		c. And when we all get to heaven, we will have His name on our foreheads to show we belong to Him. (Rev. 14:1; 22:4)
 		d. Since this mark is not literal, the mark of the beast is not necessarily literal either. 	
4. But Satan seeks to counterfeit everything that truly is of Christ. He loves to talk about having the spirit but it is not the Spirit of God. His spirit or spirits do not believe in Christ at all. He loves to talk about meditation and spirituality, but in eastern religions that means to empty your mind of everything till you find your inner self. It has nothing to do with being “transformed by the renewing of your mind” by meditating on God’s Word and filling your mind with the things of Christ. (Rom. 12:1-2; Psalm 1:2)
5. In his deceit, he will also do miraculous signs and wonders to imitate the signs and wonders of Christ. This may include the miracles of science to illustrate how much mankind has learned. But mankind still cannot do anything that God has done! Nothing we make, from hearing aids to artificial limbs, can compare to what God made.
 		a. In Rev. 13:13, Satan’s miracles include “causing fire to come down from heaven...in full view of men.” That could be a reference to the atomic bomb and the threat of destruction that Satan uses to create fear.
 		b. In Rev. 13:11-12, the second beast, representing all anti-christian beliefs, commands people to “worship the first beast,” representing all anti-christian governments. So we are actually being commanded to worship man without God, what man thinks is best, which we call humanism. That fits the definition of the antichrist in Dan. 11:36-39 and in II Thess. 2:4, 9-11.
 		c. In II Thess. 2:3, he is called “the man of lawlessness.” He leads people in rebellion against the teachings of Christ. He is said to “exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped.” (vs. 4) And he encourages people to worship him instead.
6. One reason we are encouraged to worship the first beast is because he “had a fatal wound that was healed.” He “was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” (Rev. 13:3-4, 12-14) And the image made of him was given breath so it could speak. This beast is also described as one who “once was, now is not, and yet will come.” (Rev. 17:8, 10)
 		a. Nebuchadnezzar became like a beast in Dan. 4:33, represented the head of gold in Dan. 2:37-38, and was compared to a lion in Dan.7:4.  He also demanded that his image be worshiped in Dan. 3:1-7, and he gave himself the credit for his greatness in Dan. 4:28-30.	 								b. This is the beast that was. But Nebuchadnezzar was humbled and Babylon fell. That is why it is said it is not now. 								c. Someday Babylon will be replaced by Babylon the Great. And the antichrist will be the new king seeking to be king of kings. The way this beast is miraculously healed from his fatal wound will mimic the death and resurrection of Christ. (Rev. 13:3) So everything that God and Christ represent will be replaced with this counterfeit. Anyone who challenges Satan’s thinking will be expendable.
7. Thus the dragon and his three helpers will make war on the saints and be allowed “to conquer them.” (Rev. 13:7) Without his mark, you will not be able to buy or sell. And many will die for their faith. His mark is your willingness to do what he does and say what he says, to believe what he tells you to believe. If you don’t, you will be persecuted.
 		a. The Bible says: “This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints.” (Rev. 13:10; 14:12)
 		b. It says: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” Those last days in history will be very difficult. (Rev. 14:13)
 		c. The good news is: “They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings – and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.” (Rev. 17:14) 
8. Praise God, we win in the end. But notice we win by dying! Our victory follows what seems like apparent defeat. It is like the life of Christ. His death was not His defeat but His victory. It is like the two witnesses. Their death was not their defeat. They were raised up. (Rev. 11:7-12) And while they are allowed to die, they could not be defeated or die till they had “finished their testimony.”     (vs. 7)
9. That is true of all of us. Not one hair on our heads can be touched until our work for Christ is done. Then we are allowed to die, to fall asleep in Christ, until we are raised up. But during this life, it takes faith to be faithful. That is one of the most important themes of this book. Here is a call for the “endurance and faithfulness...of the saints.” (Rev. 13:10)








Illustrative Drawing #8: The Mark of the Beast; the Mark of Christ
Signs of Spiritual Ownership


6 is the number of man.  666 is man’s best efforts to live without God.
[image: ](Rev. 13: 18)  This is man lost in sin.
 
 (
This sign appears on the forehead – mind under the control of Satan
)
			
[image: ]								 
                                                           

 (
It also appears on the hand – man’s actions controlled by Satan
)                        
						
[image: ]
			

 (
“By their fruits you shall know them.”
 (Matt. 7:20)
)

 


The true Christian is also identified by the mark he bears. (Rev. 22:4)

 (
Mark on our foreheads – “We have the mind of Christ
.” (I Cor. 2:16)
)
						
					
						
 (
Sealed with the Holy Spirit – accomplished by receiving Christ into our hearts.  (Eph. 1:13)
)

					


 (
The seal of Christ guarantees the protection of His people
 as we go through our trials.  It does not mean we have no trials; it means He will bring us through them. (Rev. 7:1-4)
)




 (
We also show we are His by our actions.
  “The fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.” (Rev. 19:8)  Saints are Christians washed in the blood of Christ; not perfect Christians just saved Christians like you and me.
  
)



  




Like Jesus, those who live for God may die serving Him, but our death is our victory in Jesus, who will raise us up to be with Him forever.

BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Twelve: THE HARVEST 
Scripture: Rev. 14:16 “So He who was seated on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.”
 	1. This vision begins at verse 14 where we are told of “a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one ‘like a son of man.’” Most scholars agree that Jesus is the Son of Man, as we learned in Book One, Lesson Two.
 		a. He first appears to John in Rev. 1:13.
 		b. He is identified again in Dan. 7:13 as the one who comes on the clouds of heaven to appear before God the Father to receive the glory and honor He deserves. That takes place in Revelation chapter five.
 		c. In Rev. 6:2, Jesus is depicted as the Rider on the white horse with the victor’s crown upon His head. In Rev. 14:14, Jesus is again seen with the victor’s crown on His head.
 		d. It makes sense, therefore, to assume Jesus is the one on the white cloud in this passage.
 	2. What is unique here is that He has a sickle in His hand, and an angel from God’s temple calls out and tells Him that the time to reap has come. So He reaps the harvest upon the earth.
 		a. Jesus Himself taught us much about the harvest. In John 4:35-36 it says: “Do you not say, ‘Four more months and then the harvest?’ I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.”
 		b. So the harvest spoken of is the harvest of souls unto everlasting life. In Matt. 9:37-38 it says: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.” The word “ask” is actually the word “beg.” God wants us to beg Him to send forth workers to reach people for Christ.
 		c. In Rev. 14:14-20, Jesus is the Lord of the harvest. That is why the sickle is in His hand. This passage is saying the time had come for Christ to gather His people unto Himself.
 	3. But the Bible makes it clear that there are two harvests. In Matt. 3:11-13, John the Baptist says: “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I...He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor,
gathering His wheat into the barn, and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”															a. Jesus first uses His winnowing fork, His sickle, to harvest the saved. Then He clears the floor of the chaff. In Rev. 14:14-20, this is the harvest of the lost.
 		b. Many parables speak of the harvest of the lost. In Matt. 13:36-42, the lost are compared to weeds that “are pulled up and burned in the fire.” “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace...” (vs. 40-42)
 		c. In Matt. 13:47-50, the harvest is compared to a fisherman who catches all kinds of fish, then separates the good from the bad. “This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
 	4. In Rev. 14:18-19, it is compared to a winepress, “the great winepress of God’s wrath.” The lost are compared to grapes that are ripe and ready for harvesting. Then they are trodden under foot in God’s winepress until their blood flows out upon the earth.
 		a. In Rev. 19:15, it says: (Jesus) “will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.”
 		b. This is also what it says in Isaiah 63:1-6. “Who is this coming from Edom... with His garments stained crimson?” Edom in the Bible is always a symbol for the wicked. “Who is this, robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of His strength? ‘It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save.’” Clearly this is the Lord Jesus Christ. “Why are your garments red, like those of one treading the winepress? I have trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with me. I trampled them in my anger and trod them down in my wrath; their blood splattered my garments, and I stained all my clothing. For the Day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redemption has come. I looked, but there was no one to help... so my own arm worked salvation for me, and my own wrath sustained me...” Only Jesus was truly righteous and worthy to punish the wicked. Only Jesus was truly righteous and worthy to save us.
 	5. Then it says in Rev. 14:20: “They were trampled in the winepress outside the city and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for the distance of 1,600 stadia.” 
 		a. Jesus was crucified outside the city walls. So this is pictured as the place where Jesus punishes the wicked at the end of history for all the evil they have done to all of His people throughout history.
 		b. War horses are mentioned as a symbol of war. This was the end of God’s holy war against all that is evil. In Rev. 19:11-16, Jesus comes on His stallion with His army riding white horses behind Him. He is then seen destroying the wicked and then trampling them in the winepress of God’s wrath. None of this is literal. It is all symbolic. Notice that Rev. 14:14-20 parallels Rev. 19:11-16.
 		c. Finally we are told that the blood flowed for 1,600 stadia. The best explanation I can give for this is based on the number 1,600. It is 4 x 4 x 100. Four is the number of the earth. Ten is the number of completion.  Four squared times ten squared to me means that God’s judgment was complete. All the wicked on the face of the earth received the punishment that was due to them.
 	6. One last observation. In all of these passages about the final harvest of the saved and the lost, there is no indication of a time lapse in between. In fact, just the opposite seems to be true. The order of the harvest is sometimes reversed, but that doesn’t matter if it is basically happening at the same time. (Compare some of the passages above.) It would seem to be important if there was a large gap between. But no gap is ever mentioned.
 		a. To the contrary, in Matt. 24:37 it says: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.” The same day that “Noah entered the Ark...the flood came and took them all away.” (Matt. 24:38-39)
 		b. Right after the saved are gathered for the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:1-10), the Rider on the white horse comes with His army and destroys the wicked (Rev. 19:11-16), followed immediately by the great judgment of the wicked (Rev. 20:11-15) and the reward of the righteous (Revelation  chapters twenty-one and twenty-two).
 	7. I believe, therefore, that the rapture, the return of Christ, and the final judgment all happen at the same time. That makes the Bible easy to understand. Whenever it talks about the coming of Christ, and the events surrounding His coming, it is basically talking about the same event. For example, that is the most natural way to understand II Thess. 1:1-10 in which the punishment of the wicked and the glorification of God’s people all occur on the same day. So the harvest is really a symbol for the end of the age and the coming of Christ.




BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Thirteen: The Final Battle of History
Scripture: Rev. 16:12-16 “The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East... to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty... Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”
 	1. It is interesting to observe that this battle is associated with the River Euphrates. This river is first mentioned in Gen. 2:14 as the place where it all began. Later Abraham is promised that all the land from the Nile River in Egypt to the great River Euphrates will be given to his people. (Gen. 15:18) This promise is passed on to Moses and to Joshua. (Deut. 1:7; Joshua 1:4) In I Chronicles 5:9, we are told that the Israelites “occupied the land up to the edge of the desert that extends to the Euphrates River.”
 		a. This river, therefore, symbolizes where it all began as well as the eastern border where the kings of the East would come to attack Israel in the last days.
 		b. It is interesting, therefore, that this same river is used to describe where it will all end. Whether this is literal or symbolic is to be determined.
 	2. This last great battle in history is also referred to in Joel 3:1-2 where it says: “In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment against them...”
 		a. It continues: “Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley of Decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the Valley of Decision... The Lord will roar from Zion ... and the earth and sky will tremble. But the Lord will be a refuge for His people... And Judah will be inhabited forever...” (Joel 3:14-20)
 		b. In the footnote referring to Joel 3:2, we learn “Jehoshaphat”   means “the Lord judges.” The comment about the earth and sky reminds me of Rev. 6:12-14 when “the sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.” Thus the battle in the Valley of Jehoshaphat could be taken literally, but it could also be a symbolic picture of the last battle that precedes the final judgment.
 	3. Ezekiel chapters thirty-eight and thirty-nine are also descriptive of the last battle. Or it is at least a picture of what the last battle will be like. The Book of Revelation draws heavily upon its imagery.
		a. In Ezekiel 38:2, we are introduced to “Gog, of the land of Magog,” who will be drawn by God to do battle with Israel along with “many nations.”     (vs. 6)
 		b. This will be their scheme: “I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people - all of them living without walls and without gates and bars. I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins...” (Ezek. 38:11-12)
 		c. Then it describes how God will fight for His people. “In my zeal and fiery wrath, I declare at that time there shall be a great earthquake... and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence... I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains... I will execute judgment upon him... and on the many nations with him. I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many nations...” (vs. 17-23)
 		d. In Ezek. 39:1-6, this battle is described a little differently.       Verses 4-6 say: “I will give you as food to all...the wild animals... You will         fall in the open field... I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in        safety in the coast lands, and they will know that I am the Lord.”
 		e. “From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I          am the Lord their God.” (vs. 22)
 	4. Now I realize that many would take all of this literally. Let me explain why I believe a lot of it is symbolic. The whole Old Testament is a symbolic picture of what Christ would do when He came.
 		a. The main characters of the Old Testament are used to reveal pictures of what Christ would do for us. (eg. Gen. 22)
 		b. The Exodus along with the Passover is a picture of our salvation.
 		c. The tabernacle and all the feasts are all pictures of the cross and what Christ has done.
 		d. So I believe Israel is a picture of the church, the new “Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:16)
 	5. When we are told in Zech. 2:4-5 that “Jerusalem will be a city without walls because of the great number of men...in it” and that the Lord “will be a wall of fire around it” to protect it, I believe that is a picture of the church age. We are the new Jerusalem of God, spread throughout the world, like an unwalled city. Only the Lord can protect us.
 		a. Now if Israel comes back to the Lord in the last days, then Ezek. 38:11-12 may apply to them too. But the Nation of Israel is not like an unwalled city that is unprotected. It is highly protected.
 		b. Only the church of Jesus Christ fits this description.
 	6. Now it is important to observe how all the essential aspects of the battle described in Ezekiel are described in the Book of Revelation. Each part appears at a different place.
 		a. Gog and Magog are mentioned in Rev. 20:7-10, where the devil himself is defeated. This passage also says he is defeated by fire coming down out of heaven. (Ezek. 39:6; Rev. 20:9)
 		b. In Rev. 16:14, we are told how God will use the demons themselves to gather all nations for this great battle. (Ezek. 38:2-6)
 		c. In Rev. 19:17-18, it says that after Jesus defeats them, the birds of the air will be invited to eat their flesh. (Ezek. 39:4)
 	7. Now the Book of Revelation adds a few new facts of its own.
 		a. This battle by the River Euphrates will begin at the “very hour and day and month and year” that God has set. (Rev. 9:13-16)
 		b. It is called the Battle of Armageddon. (Rev. 16:16)
 		c. In Rev. 18:8-10, the fall of Babylon the Great is described as also occurring on one day and in “one hour.” And in Rev. 17:12-14, we are told that these kings “for one hour will receive authority ... along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings - and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.”
 	8. Now if you ask what all these passages in the Book of Revelation have in common, it is that they occur during the sixth seal, the sixth trumpet, and the sixth bowl of wrath just prior to the seventh of each category. In each case the seventh of each category seems to be describing the return of Christ.
 		a. Some may take all these passages as describing different battles, but I believe there is good evidence to believe they are all describing the same battle from different perspectives.
 		b. In Revelation chapter eighteen, it is describing the fall of Babylon the Great, the harlot who has sold peoples’ souls for money. In Revelation chapter nineteen, we have the fall of the beast and the false prophet. And in Revelation chapter twenty, we have the fall of the devil himself. It is like watching a movie or reading a book in which the author has to keep bringing you back to different characters to show you what happened to each one. But as in the Book of Ezekiel, it is all one battle.
 	9. If I am right, then Israel is being used as a symbol for the church, the new Israel of God, made up of Jew and Gentile, united by their faith in Christ. We are like that city without walls, and that is why the world can persecute us. Like our Savior, our ending will be similar to His. But no one will be able to touch us until our time has come. (Matt. 26:45; Luke 22:53) That is true in every age, but will be especially true at the end of the age.
 	10. Many Christians will die at the hands of God’s enemies. (See also Book Two, Lesson Two) In Rev. 13:7 it says the beast was allowed “to make war on the saints and to conquer them.” No wonder it says: “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” (Rev. 14:13) No wonder it says: “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.” (Rev. 14:12)
 	11. Thus the world will be essentially wicked by the time Jesus comes again. It will be as it was in the days of Noah. But that is when He will come and fight for us, and that is when He will pour out His wrath on this godless world. That is when the birds will eat the flesh of our enemies. That is when fire will come down out of heaven and destroy them. And in the process, every enemy of God will be defeated.
 	12. And just before this happens, when all seems lost, Jesus will raise all His people from the dead, just like He was raised from the dead. (Again, see Book Two, Lesson Two) This is also when I believe all Christians who are still alive will be transformed and taken to meet the Lord in the air. (I Thess. 4:13-17)   Thus we will come with Him, and watch as He destroys all of His enemies and establishes His eternal kingdom where we shall live with Him forever. (Rev. 11:15)
Illustrative Story # 7:  The Dangers and Challenges of War

	My brother Bill served in Vietnam.  He was an officer, stationed just outside of Saigon.  Every time the enemy attacked the city, they had to pass him first.  Every time they returned, they had to pass him again.  It was a terrible war.  It took its toll on the troops.  One day a soldier pointed a gun at Bill’s head.  Only by the grace of God is he still alive today.

	We are part of a spiritual war.  Sometimes Christians find themselves right in the middle of the battle.  Sometimes even Christians lose control and do foolish things.  Sometimes the stress just gets the best of us.  

	But we have a Rock in a weary land, a place where we can find rest.  Jesus is our Rock and our Fortress.  He is “our refuge and our strength, an ever- present help in trouble.” (Ps. 46:1)  

	Too many Christians don’t understand this principle.  War is deadly!  People get hurt.  Spiritual warfare is deadly too.  Christians need to watch and pray and stay close to the Lord.  If Jesus asked us to pray for Him in the garden of Gethsemane, how much more do we need Jesus to pray for us in our hours of trial?  Likewise, how much more do we need to pray for each other?  Even then, some-times God allows us to suffer for Him.  We must be ready and willing to take a stand for Christ.  We must be willing to be good soldiers of the cross. 
(II Tim. 2:3-4; 4:7-8)






BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Fourteen: The Book of Life 
Scripture: Rev. 20:15 “If anyone’s name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the Lake of Fire.”*
 	1. In doing a word study on the Book of Life, we discover that it is only mentioned once outside of the Book of Revelation. That reference is found in Philippians chapter four, where Paul pleads with the Christians at Philippi to work together. Euodia and Syntyche had both helped him while he was there, and now they were fighting among themselves.
 		a. Paul asks the entire church to help them work it out. He says these women had “contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.”        (Phil. 4:3)
 		b. In plain words, they had helped him to fight for the Lord against the enemy of our souls, but were now fighting against each other, which actually aided the enemy of our souls. Satan loves to get Christians to fight among themselves. We all need to remember whose side we are on.
 		c. It does not pay to squabble over little things, little in comparison to the cause of the gospel.
 	2. To put it another way, Paul is saying that some day we will serve the Lord side by side in that new world, so we need to learn to work side by side down here. Paul says they all had their names in the Book of Life. He was not doubting their salvation. He was simply pleading with them to put their disagreements into proper perspective. Sometimes we must agree to disagree for the sake of Christ.
 	3. That passage is the only passage where the Book of Life is mentioned outside of the Book of Revelation. But in the Book of Revelation, it is mentioned over and over again.
 		a. In Rev. 3:5, it says: “He who overcomes will... be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the Book of Life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and His angels.”
 		b. To be dressed in white in the Book of Revelation is to be dressed in the righteousness of Christ, washed clean in the blood of the Lamb. To overcome does not mean to be perfect. It means you overcome the trials and attacks of the evil one through your faith in Jesus. By God’s grace, even after we fall, He enables us to rise up again and serve Him again.
 		c. In contrast, there were those in Sardis who were dead in their sins and didn’t even know it. God tells them to “wake up.” (Rev. 3:2)
 	4. In this context, Jesus promises He will never erase from the Book of Life those who overcome. The implication is that those who were dead spiritually better make sure they were in the book. It was a call to overcome and persevere for Christ, the theme of this entire book.
 	5. The next reference to the Book of Life is found in Rev. 13:8 where it says: “All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast - all whose names have not been written in the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”
 		a. Although Jesus died in history, from God’s perspective, His death was a reality from the beginning. In plain words, Jesus’ death saved those who believed even before Jesus actually came and did it. In God’s foreknowledge, He considers all that is going to happen as if it has already happened.
 		b. From God’s perspective, all who love the Lord Jesus Christ already have their names in His book. None of them will worship the beast who will lead this war against His Son.
 		c. Because of that, some will “go into captivity,” others may “be killed with the sword,” but they are called to “patient endurance and faithfulness” for Him. Praise God, they shall endure for Him. Their reward is that their names are written in His Book of Life. (Rev. 13:9-10)
 		d. Obviously these Christians were going through the great tribulation, and they would come out of it victoriously. Obviously they were washed in the blood of the Lamb. They overcame through the help of Christ, just like the Christians in Sardis were called to overcome through the help of Christ.
 	6. The next passage is in Rev. 17:8. It says: “The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the Book of Life...will be astonished when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come” “up out of the Abyss and go to his destruction.”									 	a. The beast that “once was” was Babylon in the days of Daniel. The beast which will come out of the Abyss is Babylon the Great, the world system being created right now, which already opposes Christ and is persecuting Christians all over the world even today.
 		b. While the world is astonished by him, true Christians are not impressed.
 	7. God is warning people to make sure they are right with God. We all need to give our hearts to the Lord and live for the Lord if we want to be sure our names are in the Book of Life.
 		a. Some may say: “But why try if our names are not there? If God already decided before the world was made, then why try?”
 		b. Once again we must understand the foreknowledge of God. Just as Jesus’ death for us was considered accomplished before the world was even made, so everyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life is said to be known before the world began. But that does not mean we cannot enter. It may mean we did not want to enter, and God knew this before the world even began.
 		c. If we truly want to go to heaven, then all we must do is respond now. And the very fact that we truly want to give our hearts to the Lord will show that our names are also on the list.
 	8. That brings us to Rev. 20:12 and 15. They say: “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books....If anyone’s name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the Lake of Fire.”
 		a. This shows this life is a very serious business. Everything we have ever done is found in the records that God keeps.
 		b. The only way to be saved is to make sure we have given our hearts to Jesus. Otherwise we will have no excuse when we stand before the Lord.
 	9. In Rev. 21:26-27, we learn of this book again. It says: “The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”
 		a. This is talking about the holy city, the new Jerusalem, where righteousness dwells. This is the city of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 		b. Once again we are told of the difference between those who will be in the holy city and those who will not. Those who will be there committed some of the same sins. The difference is that our hearts have been washed clean in the blood of Christ. That is the only hope anybody has. That is why everyone is called to repent and come to Christ while he can.
 	10. Finally, in Rev. 22:19, it says: “If anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city...” In the Greek, the word “tree” is actually the word for “wood.”  So the phrase the “wood of life” is translated by some to be the “tree of life” or by others to be the “Book of Life.”  The “wood of life” may mean the “tree of life” or the “Book of Life,” made out of wood from trees. Therefore, different translations interpret it differently.
 		a. The point of this passage is that we must not tamper with God’s Word to make it more palatable. We must learn to accept it and trust it.
 		b. Only in this book called the Bible, can we learn of the other book called the “Book of Life.” Only by trusting what the Bible says and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ will we ever get to have our names in that book which determines our ultimate destiny.

*Capitalization of the “Book of Life” and the “Lake of Fire” has been added for emphasis.








BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Fifteen: The New Jerusalem 
Scripture: Rev. 21:2 “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”
 	1. Verse 1 calls this the “new Jerusalem.” Thus we must not confuse it with the old one. The old is only a symbol for the new, just as the old heaven and earth are only symbols for the new heaven and earth.
 	2. Verse 2 calls this city “the Holy City.” So there is no sin in this city. This is the final abode of the Christian where only righteousness dwells. (II Peter 3:13) Sin can never enter this city, not after a thousand years, or for all eternity.        (Rev. 21:27)
 	3. Verse 2 says it comes “down out of heaven.” That means it is not a literal city here on this earth.
 	4. It is “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Rev. 21:2 KJV) Jesus is the husband. The bride is the church of Christ.
 		a. In Eph. 5:25-32, we learn how Jesus gave His life for His bride, to cleanse her and present her before His Father without spot or blemish. And He has united Himself to His bride so that they are one flesh. Marriage is meant to be a picture or symbol of this perfect union.
 		b. In Matt. 25:1-13, we have the parable of the ten virgins who are supposed to be waiting for the Bridegroom to come. Jesus is the Bridegroom. We, His church, are waiting for Him. Because the literal church is not the same as the true church, some of the virgins are ready for His coming and some were not. Only those who have the oil of the Holy Spirit of Christ in their hearts are the true church.
 		c. In Rev. 19:6-9, we see all heaven singing because the Bridegroom has come for His bride, clothed in “fine linen,” which stands for the righteous deeds of the saints. We are God’s saints, washed in the blood of Christ. When He comes for us, we get to enjoy the wedding banquet.
 	5. Yet the Bride adorned for her husband is a city!
 		a. God will dwell in this city forever with His people. (Rev. 21:3-4)
 		b. The city is the bride and the city is the people, kind of like when we talk about coming to church and actually being the church.
 		c. So the city is a symbol of the bride and her children, whom we call the church, made up of Jew and Gentile who love the Lord.
 	6. Verses 9-10 say: “Come, I will show you the Bride... And he showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”
 		a. Verse 11 says “it shone with the glory of God.” The old Jerusalem was beautiful to behold. The new Jerusalem will shine with God’s glory.
 		b. The whole city could be compared to “a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.” (Rev. 21:11) We are God’s pearl of great price, for whom Christ died, now totally pure with no blemish.
 	7. The city has twelve gates, with 12 angels at the gates, with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel on the gates. It also has twelve foundations with the names of the twelve apostles.
 		a. Eph. 2:20 tells us the church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.” Then in Eph. 3:6 it tells us of “this mystery that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”
 		b. Jesus promised: “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:1-4 KJV) The Holy City is that place. The fact that the names of the twelve tribes along with the names of the twelve apostles are used to describe to whom the city belongs verifies that this city is for saints from the Old and New Testament.
 		c. That is why I believe the twenty-four elders are symbols for the spiritual leaders, representing the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles.
 	8. The city is a perfect cube, “12,000 stadia” in all directions. (Rev. 21:16) 		 	a. This reminds us of the Holy of Holies in the temple, where God dwelt. Now God dwells in the city with all His people because the veil has been taken away through the death of Christ, and there is no more need for a temple, since there is no more need for sacrifices for sin. (Rev. 21:3, 22)
 		b. The city is exactly 144,000 cubic stadia. The walls are a “144 cubits thick.” (vs. 17) All of this is meant to remind us of the 144,000 who were sealed with the Holy Spirit, washed in the blood of Christ, and have the name of Christ on their foreheads. (Rev. 7:4, 14; 22:4) This city was made for them and is them. That is who we are, including all who have overcome through the help of Christ. 
 		c. As explained in APPENDIX ONE on numbers in the Bible, 144,000 is 12 x 12 x 1,000. One thousand is 10 x 10 x 10. It is God’s number of completion. So the twelve tribes, representing all the saints in the Old Testament, times the twelve apostles, representing all the saints in the New Testament times 1,000 equals all of us. 

 		d. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for all of us. That is why all “the nations will walk by its light” and “bring their splendor into it.” (vs. 24)
 9. The wall of the city is “made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.” (vs. 18)
 		a. Jasper speaks of its beauty. Gold speaks of its value. Clear as glass, like crystal, speaks of its transparency. We are the city, and there are no blemishes. God wants Christians to live transparent lives.
 		b. The wall has twelve foundations with the names of the twelve apostles written on them. Each foundation is made of a different jewel of great value. And each gate was one single pearl. (Rev. 21:19-21) We are God’s jewels and pearls, with our own white stone, with His name written on it, to show we belong to Him and belong in this city, made just for us.  (See Book Two, Lessons Six and Seven on the New Name and the White Stone)  
 	10. This city belongs to “only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” (Rev. 21:27) And “the glory of God” is all the light that this city will ever need. (Rev. 21:23)




Illustrative Drawing #9: The New Jerusalem

This city comes down out of heaven because it is not the old Jerusalem, but the new Jerusalem.  (Rev. 21:1)  It represents the Bride of Christ, called the church.  It is made up of people like us called “living stones,” Jesus being the most important “living Stone.” (I Peter 2:4-5)  


 (
The names of the 12 tribes are written on the 12 gates.
 (Rev. 21:12)
) (
The jewels are pictures of us, who are like jewels and pearls to God. (Rev. 21:11)
)




 (
The names of the 12 apostles are written on the 12 foundations.
         (Rev. 21:14)
) (
Christ the chief cornerstone.
      (I Peter 2:6)
) (
No impurities because we have been washed in the blood.        (Rev. 21:21; 22:14)
)[image: ]  

12,000 stadia square is about 1,400 sq. miles.  But the 12,000 x 12,000 are used to represent all the people of God in the Old Testament and New Testament.  That is why the names of the 12 tribes are on the gates, and the names of the 12 apostles are on the foundations.  The church was built on this foundation, with Christ being the chief cornerstone. (Eph. 2: 9-22) This is the place Jesus prepared for all who love Him. (John 14:1-6)
BOOK THREE: THE VISION
Lesson Sixteen: The River 
Scripture: Rev. 22:1-3 “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”
 	1. This river flows from the throne because Jesus is the water of life.     (John 4:13-14) We sing: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” That is the symbolic significance of the source of the water. In Jer. 2:13, God says: “My people have...forsaken me, the Spring of Living Water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” In the new heaven and earth, no one will ever make that mistake again.
 	2. This water is as clear as crystal because everything in the new creation will be pure.
 	3. It flows down the middle of the great street of the city because it is for everyone. It reminds us of Psalm 46:4, “There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.” That river in the literal Jerusalem was meant to be a symbol for the river of life in the spiritual Jerusalem.
 	4. It also reminds us of the river in Ezekiel chapter forty-seven. Wherever that river flowed, everything came to life. Wherever it did not flow, it remained dead. That river, I believe, is a symbol of the gospel, going forth under the power of the Holy Spirit, bringing forth life wherever it goes. In the new creation, this river waters everything. There is no death in heaven. All are saved in heaven. In Ezekiel forty-seven, the fishermen are still catching fish, as fishers of men. That is not necessary in heaven. All the fish have already been caught.
 	5. “On each side of the river stood the Tree of Life.” Christ is everywhere at once. Here is one tree with roots that spread out in every direction so that the one tree is like many trees coming from the same root system.
 		a. It brings forth twelve kinds of fruit, so that there is fruit all year long. Spiritually speaking, this is the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22-23) Christ will meet every need, emotional, spiritual, and physical. 
 		b.“The leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”          (Rev. 22:2) We die weak and broken, but are raised up whole. This is the ultimate healing of the Christian, accomplished through Christ, the true tree of life. 
 	6. There is no more curse. (Rev. 22:3) Sin caused the curse. Christ has removed the curse. This is His city. We will serve Him. We will enjoy looking at His face. He will light up our lives. And we will reign with Him forever.
 	7. And the angel affirms: “These words are trustworthy and true.”          (Rev. 22:6) Jesus is the truth and speaks the truth. (John 14:6)
 	8. This is as good as it gets. Jesus closes His Book by giving an invitation to all who will receive it. “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come.’ Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” (Rev. 22:17)
 		a. This invitation is being given today by the Spirit through His church, the bride of Christ.
 		b. Everyone who is willing to drink now will have plenty to drink in heaven.
 	9. “Whosoever will” may come and drink. God keeps no one out. People exclude themselves. Those who want to do wrong will continue to do wrong. And those who desire to do right will come to God, repent of their sins, and continue to do right. God “knows those who are His.” (II Tim. 2:19) 
10.  His children will cleanse themselves in His blood, consecrate themselves to His service, and become like vessels fit for the Master’s use. (II Tim. 2:19-21) Since that is what we will do in heaven, those who love Him and appreciate what He has done for us will start doing while we are still on the earth. It is just that in heaven we will do it better.
 	11. May God give all of us the desire to come, to drink, to love, and to serve the One who provides it all. This is truly a situation where you can’t have the blessing without also having and desiring the One through whom all blessings flow. That is my prayer for all who take the time to read this book.


Illustrative Drawing #10: The River

Looking through the gates of the holy city one sees the throne of God, the tree of life, and the river of life flowing through the middle of the city.  (Rev. 22:1-6)


 (
The tree of life is a picture of Christ who gives us life.  The 12 fruits represent the fruits of the Spirit. 
    (
Gal. 5:22-23;   Rev. 22:1-2)
)[image: ]
 (
The leaves of the tree represent the healing power of Christ who raises us and heals us of all our diseases. 
 
(Ps. 103:3; Is. 53:5; Rev. 22:2)
)


















 (
The river of life flows out of the throne – all blessings flow from God and Christ to us.  He is the water of life who quenches our spiritual thirst.      (John 7:38)
)












The city is 12,000 stadia X 12,000 stadia or 144, 000 square stadia because this city has been prepared for the 144,000.  (Rev. 14:1)  This number is a symbolic number for all Christians, showing that this is the place Jesus has prepared for all of us.  (John 14:1-6)


APPENDIX ONE
SYMBOLIC MEANING OF NUMBERS IN THE BIBLE
   	 Because the Book of Revelation uses a lot of numbers to teach spiritual truths, I am sharing this to help guide us in our thinking.
 	#1 stands for God the Father. He is to be number one in our lives and is the first person in the trinity. (Deut. 6:4-5; Matt. 6:33)
  	#2 normally stands for Christ as the second person in the trinity. The Old Testament tells of His coming; the New Testament describes His coming and His teachings. Jesus also has two natures, being the God-man. (John 1:1, 14)  In      Rev. 11:3-4, it speaks of the two witnesses who testify about Jesus. It is also used to separate those who believe in Christ from those who do not believe in Christ.                        (Matt. 6:24; 24:36-41; 25:31-46)
	#3 stands for the Holy Spirit, as the third person in the trinity. It also represents God as three persons, placing divine sovereignty on the matter in question. (Num. 6:23-26; Isaiah 6:1-6; Matt. 3:16-17; 28:18-20)
 		a. The Bible speaks of the fullness of God (Eph. 3:19), the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13), and how the fullness of the godhead dwelt in Christ in bodily form, meaning the fullness of the Spirit (Col. 2:9). It also describes God as light    (I John 1:5), as love (I John 4:16), and as Spirit (John 4:24).
 		b. Three men appeared to Abraham showing that God was present, and three measures of meal were offered to them. (Gen. 18:1-16) This may be compared to the three tenths of an ephah of fine flour prescribed and offered to God in the Book of Leviticus. (Lev. 14:10)
 		c. The Israelites were to travel three days into the wilderness to worship their God. (Ex. 5:1-3) Then they were given three great feasts, the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tabernacles, to come and worship in Jerusalem three times a year. (Deut. 16:16)
 		d. Three is also associated with Jesus’ death since at the third hour He was crucified, and for three hours there was darkness, and at the ninth hour He made his last three statements, concluding with, “It is finished.” (Mark 15:25,     33-37; John 19:30) Thus the number three puts God’s stamp of divine approval on Jesus’ death for us in which He accomplished our salvation. Then He was raised on the third day.
	 #4 is normally associated with the whole earth, like in the four corners of the earth. (Rev. 7:1-2) It is often associated with the work of Christ as king over the whole earth. Thus His angels are so described in Rev. 4:6-7.
	 #5 is a symbol for God’s deliverance and His grace.
 		 a. In Daniel, the fifth kingdom is the kingdom of our Lord that overcomes the enemy and will never pass away.   (Dan. 2:31-45; 7:1-14)
 		 b. David picked up 5 stones, but needed only one of them to kill Goliath. (I Sam. 17:40) God’s grace had given him the victory.
 		 c. Deuteronomy is the fifth Book of the Law, given after His grace had brought them through the wilderness, and prepared them to enter the promised land. Jesus only quoted from this fifth book to overcome the temptations of Satan. (Matt. 4:1-11)
 		 d. Jesus used 5 loaves and two fish to feed the 5,000. (John 6:1-12) This teaches us how God’s grace can supply all our needs.
 		 e. Almost everything associated with the tabernacle involved the number 5.  Even the anointing oil and the incense used were made up of 5 parts. The whole tabernacle is a picture of Christ and His redemptive work for us.       (Ex. 25-30, esp. 30:23-25, 34) It pointed to the New Testament truth that we are saved by grace through faith. (Eph. 2:8-9)
 	#6 stands for man who was created on the 6th day. (Gen. 1:26-31) Man was commanded to work six days and rest on the seventh day. (Ex. 20:8)  God worked and then told us to rest in His finished work, but man works and refuses to rest. Thus six represents man’s efforts and man’s rebellion. The number 666 is almost seven and represents man’s attempt to replace God, or live as if we do not need God. (II Thess. 2:3-12; Rev. 13:18)
 	#7 represents divine unity in diversity. Number seven is God’s number, as He rested on the seventh day and hallowed it. There is a divine perfection implied when number 7 or any multiple thereof is used. Daniel’s seventy weeks is a good example of that. (Dan. 9:20-27) As we shall see, it is a key number in the Book of Revelation. For example, the seven churches represent the whole church.         (Rev. 1:20) It is also a key number used to describe the work of the Holy Spirit.
 		 a. Thus seven spirits are used to represent the sevenfold work of the Holy Spirit. (Rev. 1:4, 20-21) That is because the work of the Spirit is described in seven ways in Isaiah 11:2. So is the out-pouring of the Spirit in Joel 2:28-29. And so is the unity of the Spirit in Eph. 4:1-5, which reinforces the tri-unity of God.
 		 b. So the Book of Revelation may be described as the work of the Holy Spirit of Christ, under the control of Christ, in conjunction with the angels of Christ, fulfilling the conquest of Christ through the church of Christ.
 	 #8 represents the resurrection of Christ on the first day of the week. It marks the beginning of the new creation.
 		 a. Eight souls were saved from the flood. (II Peter 2:5)
 		 b. Christ was transfigured about “8 days after” He predicted His sufferings, also proving that Moses and Elijah were alive. (Luke 9:28-36)
 		 c. There are 8 individual resurrections reported in the Scriptures.       (I Kings 17:17-25;  Luke 7:11-17;  II Kings 4:32-37;  Luke 8:49-56;  II Kings 13:20-21; John 11:38-44; Acts 9:32-43; Acts 20:7-12)
 		 d. The Feast of Tabernacles lasted 8 days, the 8th day symbolizing the birth of Christ when He came to tabernacle among us. (John 1:14) Or you might think of the first day as symbolic of His birth and the 8th day a reminder that this is when He was named and circumcised. Either way, when Jesus came, it marked the beginning of His new creation.
 		e. Then there is the resurrection of Christ on the first day of the week, which is also the eighth day, and the day that others were raised with Him as a symbol of that which is to come. (Matt. 27:51-53)
 	 #9 rarely occurs. But just as six is one less than seven, so nine is one less than ten. So while ten lepers were healed, only one foreigner came to say thank you. Jesus asked: “Where are the other nine?” (Luke 17:11-19) Nine may imply something is lacking.
 		 a. Israel lacked what the Spirit alone could bring. It was like a tree without fruit. (Matt. 21:18-19) So the nine fruits of the Spirit are God’s answer to what is lacking in us. (Gal. 5:22-23)
 		 b. Likewise the nine beatitudes describe how to find happiness and fulfillment through weakness. (Matt. 5:1-12) And the nine gifts of the Spirit enable us to serve the Lord in ways we could not serve without His help.
 		 c. Note: 9 is also 3x3 which explains why the Holy Spirit is the one to fulfill all that we lack in a divine way. We could say nine plus the Holy Spirit of Christ makes ten and brings completion.  As Jesus put it: “Apart from me, you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
 		 d. We might also note that Jesus cried out: “It is finished!” at the ninth hour, having paid the complete payment for our sin, completing that which we lacked and could not do ourselves, while imputing to us the righteousness of God. (Mark 15:33-37; John 19:30; II Cor. 5:17-21)
 	 #10 stands for divine completion and is often associated with God’s timetable.
 		 a. The Ten Commandments represent the complete law of God.
 		 b. The Lord’s Prayer has ten parts, demonstrating a complete prayer.
 		 c. The tithe represents a completed gift.
 		 d. Ten days is a symbol for the completion of suffering, all that God will ask of us. (Rev. 2:10)
 		 e. A 1,000 years is like one full day to God. (II Peter 3:8) Since Satan is released at the end of a thousand years, it means the age of grace is over, and the church is now complete. (Rev. 22:10-12) I believe it means Jesus is about to return and the Day of Judgment has come.
 		 f. Others would say the perfect age when Christ rules the earth was coming to a close. Either way, it marks a complete period of time under God’s sovereign control. (Rev. 20:1-15) Note: 10x10x10 = 1,000
 	 #11 is one less than 12 and implies organizational disunity.
 		 a. Since Dan did evil in the sight of the Lord, Joseph, who had two sons, is put in his place. (Judges 18:1-31; I Kings 12:25-33; Rev. 7:5-8)
 		 b. Since Judas betrayed Jesus, Judas had to be replaced. (Acts 1:20)
 	 #12 is usually associated with God’s people, organized under His control.  So there were twelve tribes and twelve apostles.
 		 a. #24 is 12 + 12 and stands for these elders (Rev. 21:12-14), the leaders of the Old and New Testaments.
 		 b. #144,000 stands for 12x12x1000 (which is 10x10x10). Therefore many scholars believe this represents all the saints in the Old and New Testaments combined. By saints I mean believers in the true God and His Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.
 	 #50 represents new beginnings. 5x10 represents grace completed, thus a time for celebration.
 		 a. After forty-nine years, during the 50th year, the Jews celebrated the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus chapter twenty-five) when slaves were set free and land returned to its original owners. It was to be a Sabbath year in which no one could work, to celebrate what God had provided and what God had done.
 		 b. From a Christian perspective, the Passover Feast symbolized the death of Christ. Then on the third day following the feast, on the first day of the week, the Feast of First Fruits was held to symbolize the resurrection of Christ. Finally, on the day of Pentecost, 50 days from but including the Feast of First Fruits, the Holy Spirit came to begin the church age.
 		 c. This celebrates the finished work of Christ for us in which we are to learn to rest in Him. (Acts 2) Thus the Holy Spirit will actually do God’s work for us, if we can only learn to yield to Him and let Him do His work.
 		 d. And both Jubilee and Pentecost point to the culmination of the ages when Christ shall reign over His people forever in the new heaven and earth in which righteousness dwells. (Revelation chapters twenty-one and twenty-two)
 	 Finally, let us consider the meaning of three and a half years. I believe it represents the ministry of Christ on the earth before His death on the cross. His ministry was marked by trial and tribulation for 3 1/2 years until He was cut off for you and me. (Isaiah 53)
 		 a. I believe that happened as predicted halfway through the 70th  week of Daniel, as His sacrifice put an end to all Old Testament animal sacrifices.  (Dan. 9:26-27) That is why the temple was allowed to be destroyed in 70 A.D., which was also predicted in Daniel 9:26-27.
 		 b. Thus 3 1/2 years, sometimes symbolized by 3 1/2 days or half a week as in Daniel, also becomes a symbol for our trials and tribulations until we are cut off like Christ. But resurrection was His reward and is our reward too. (John 15:18-25; Rom. 8:35-39; Rev. 11:1-12) 42 months is also 3 1/2 years. So is 1,260 days.
 	 In Closing: These are the conclusions I have drawn from my own research, after studying God’s Word and reading the views of others. They influence my interpretation of the Book of Revelation. But the symbols in this book were each studied independently of these conclusions, even though they influenced them.














APPENDIX TWO
A SUMMARY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Chapter one introduces us to John, to the Lord Jesus, who gave these visions to John, and to the churches who were to receive this message from John.  Chapter one especially tells us all about who Jesus is.
Chapter two and three tell us all about the seven churches.  They represent us, and Jesus encourages all of us to be faithful to Him lest He be forced to discipline us. Everyone who overcomes with His help is promised all the blessings that are described and revealed in this book.
Chapter four is a vision of God on His throne.
Chapter five is a vision of Jesus ascending into heaven after dying on the cross for us to receive the power and glory He deserves.  This is where He is now, seated at the right hand of the throne of God.									1. Once we accept Christ, we are spiritually united to Christ.  Therefore, we are spiritually living and reigning with Christ.							2. Once we die, we go to be with the Lord and continue to live and reign with Him till He comes.
Chapter six is a vision of the four horsemen.  In this present church age, Jesus goes forth through us to preach the gospel.  That is the role of the Rider on the white horse.  Meanwhile, God allows trials and hardships in this world to get the attention of the lost.  That is the purpose of the other riders.  Everything happens because of our prayers.  (Souls under the altar.)  In the end, Jesus comes again.
Chapter seven gives us a vision of sealing those who love Him.  This includes people from every nation.  That does not mean we will not have trials.  It does mean He will bring us through our trials.  This chapter was especially written to encourage those who suffer for the Lord.  In the end, we will all be with Jesus where there will be no more curse and no more tears.
Chapters eight and nine tell us of the plagues God will send upon the earth like He did in the day of Moses.  This is God’s way of fighting for us.
Chapters ten and eleven explain how we are His witnesses, preaching the gospel and encouraging people to believe in Him before the judgment comes and Jesus returns.  Instead, the world becomes more and more hostile to God’s people.  Like Jesus Himself, His witnesses are allowed to die.  But God raises them up when He comes again and establishes His kingdom forever.
Chapter twelve introduces us to the dragon who is Satan.  He tries to kill Jesus when Jesus is born.  Jesus eventually dies on the cross, but He is not defeated.  He rises from the dead and ascends into heaven.  That is when Satan turns his anger on the church instead.  But God always opens up a way of escape.
Chapters thirteen and fourteen introduce us to the beast and the false prophet.  These represent all governments and religions that oppose Christ.  The closer we get to the end of history, the more they make war against God’s people.  But in the end, Jesus promises He will come to reap His harvest and judge the lost.
Chapter fifteen gives us a glimpse into heaven where God’s people are victorious.  God wants us to know we are winning even when it appears we are losing.
Chapter sixteen tells us about the bowls of wrath.  Like the plagues, these are judgments God is sending on this world to help His people.  The more the world hurts us, the more God avenges the death of His people.  But we are reminded that those who die in the Lord are actually blest. 
Chapter seventeen introduces us to the harlot called Babylon the great.  This woman represents all sinful behavior, all the lusts of the flesh and the greed that causes men to sell the souls of others for what they can get.  As the whole world comes together, it will become like it was in the days of the tower of Babel, all working against God and His people.  The battle of Armageddon may be symbolic of Satan’s desire and attempt to kill all of us.
Chapter eighteen explains how her day is coming, when God will judge and destroy her instead.
Chapter nineteen compares this harlot to another woman, the bride of Christ, the church of the living God, whose deeds and actions bring forth glory to God.  When God judges the world, He will take us to be with Him to enjoy the wedding feast of the Lamb.  When this happens, Jesus will come like a great King upon His white stallion, with all His hosts with Him.  That includes His angels, but it also includes us, as if we were riding on white horses ourselves.  Now it is clear that God is the victor, and all of His enemies are judged and cast into the lake of fire.
Chapter twenty now gives us a picture of Satan.  In the beginning, his power was limited by the death and resurrection of Christ.  But as the world rejects Christ, God allows more and more demons to be released until Satan himself is released.  He is the one who leads the world against God, the battle described in chapters sixteen through nineteen.  Now we learn what will happen to him too.  He will also be cast into the lake of fire.  No one will be able to complain of their innocence.  When God judges the world, He will have a record of everything we ever did.
Chapters twenty-one and twenty-two describe the new world and the new city that Jesus is preparing just for us.  We will be like His jewels.  We will live in that perfect world forever.
The Book of Revelation closes with an open invitation to everyone who wants to be saved to come to Christ while the door of opportunity is still open.





APPENDIX THREE
THE ANTICHRIST

1. The Book of Revelation never uses the word antichrist.  That is why this is being handled in this appendix.  The word antichrist only appears a few times in God’s Word.  They all come from the letters of John.  
2.  In I John 2:18, it says: “Dear children, this is the last hour; and you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come.  This is how we know it is the last hour.”  The persecution against the early church was used by Jesus to be a picture of what will happen before Jesus comes again.  It is no wonder it is described as being like the last hour.  But the fact that this verse speaks of “many antichrists” means that there would be many just like the antichrist before the real one came.  
3.  In John 2:22-23, it says: “Who is the liar?  It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  Such a man is the antichrist – he denies the Father and the Son.  No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.”  													a. “The Christ” is the Greek word for “the Messiah.”  Both words mean “the Anointed One.”  Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed in the Old Testament in preparation for service.  But only one would be anointed with the Holy Spirit to fulfill all three roles.  That one was the promised Messiah.  The Bible teaches that Jesus is that promised Messiah.								b. To deny that He is the Messiah, the one promised by God to save and rescue His people, is to be antichrist.  So there are many antichrists, all taking after the father of lies, who someday will enter into one man who will be the real antichrist.
4.  In I John 4:1-4, it says:  “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God:  Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” 
 	a. In I John 1:1-4, John emphasizes that Jesus is “the Son of God,”  “the Word of Life.”  John also wrote the Gospel of John where it says:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1)														b. So the point I am making is that a true Christian who has the Holy Spirit in his heart is one who acknowledges that Jesus is both God and man, the promised Messiah who was sent to save His people from their sins.					c. Anyone who opposes these truths is taking after the antichrist who will deny all of these truths.  That is all the Bible tells us about the antichrist, based on the word itself.  But it warns us to examine those who claim to believe lest they deceive us.  We must test every spirit to make sure a person is of God, not opposed to God by being opposed to Christ.
5.  So scholars have studied the Scriptures to see what else we might learn about the antichrist. 												a. In II Thess. 2:1-4, it says:  “Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to Him… not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter… saying that the day of the Lord has already come… that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.  He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”  All scholars agree that this is a description of the antichrist, the one at the end of history who will fight against the Lord Jesus Christ.  										b. Are we living in that day of rebellion?  Is this the day of lawlessness?  Who will this man be?  What does it mean when it says he will set himself up in God’s temple?  Many believe this will be a new temple built in Jerusalem in the last days and are waiting for that temple to be built.  Others like myself believe that the church is now the temple of the Holy Spirit, and this man of lawlessness will seek to take over the church.  								c. As churches stop preaching the gospel and preach what simply makes people happy, allowing all kinds of wrong behavior and wrong doctrines as happened in the seven churches in Revelation chapters two and three, Satan would love to take over such a church and claim to be the head of such a church, but it will not be the true church.  											d. In II Thess. 2:9-10, it says:  “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  They perish because they refused to love truth and so be saved.”  So Satan will indwell this person to lead the world away from God.
6. In II Thess. 2:8, we are told that shortly after the lawless one is revealed, “the Lord Jesus will overthrow (him) with the breath of His mouth and destroy (him) by the splendor of His coming.”  Thus I believe there are presently many antichrists in this world, just as in the days of John, but one shall arise who will lead the whole world against the Lord.  That person will be “the antichrist,” filled by Satan himself.  But his days will be numbered as Jesus will return very soon after that.  														a. Now the beast in Revelation chapter thirteen also seems to fit the description of this antichrist.   Throughout history, this beast has taken many forms.  The four beasts of Daniel chapter seven are illustrations of this.   Rome in the days of Jesus was like this beast.  We could say communism and other anti-Christian governments are like this beast.  But in the end, when all nations begin to work together against the Lord, that beast will be like Babylon the great, and that will be very close to when the end will come.  								b. The false prophet of Revelation thirteen represents all false religions that hate the Lord Jesus Christ.  But in the last days, when they all work together to silence the true church, that will be when this man of lawlessness will have the most power and use it against us.  Praise God, both the beast and the false prophet, under the control of Satan, will be destroyed along with Satan when Jesus returns.  														c. Notice how easily he will be destroyed, by a simple breath from Jesus’ mouth. 
7.  Let me close with one more insight that has meant a lot to me.  This Book of Revelation presents Jesus as the King of kings, as the One whose name is the Word of God, and as the Lamb that was slain. (Rev. 5:6; 19:11-16)  					a. In contrast, Satan is presented as a beast who tries to usurp Jesus’ authority, lies about God’s Word and all that is true, and leads people into all forms of temptation.  That is why the beast, the false prophet, and the harlot, called Babylon the great, are Satan’s three coworkers.  								b. The point of this book is that Jesus has and will overcome the beast because He is the King of kings.  He has and will overcome the false prophet because He is the Word of God.  And He has and will defeat all of Satan’s attempts to destroy us through temptation because He has died for us and paid the penalty for our sins.  													c. Thus this book is far more about what Jesus has done for us than what we can ever do for Him.  He will destroy the antichrist because He is the Christ, the Messiah, whom God has sent into the world to save His people and conquer this world for Him.  And we must never forget that, even when it seems like we are losing, we are on the winning side.     

APPENDIX FOUR
THE ROLE OF ISRAEL TODAY

1. Throughout this book that I have written, I have tried to show that everything that happened to Israel is used in the New Testament as a picture of Christ and His church.
2.  The mystery shown to Paul concerned the union of Christ with His church, this church being made up of Jew and Gentile alike. (Eph. 3:6)  In Romans chapter eleven, Paul again treats us as one.  Jews who do not believe in Christ are cut off from the tree of life and those who come to believe in Christ are grafted into the tree.  But there is always only one tree.
3.  In Romans chapter eleven, it is also predicted that the day will come when many Jews will come back to Christ.  Apparently this will happen after the Gentiles have had their chance and turned away.  That is when I believe there will be a great revival among the Jews.  But when this occurs, they are then part of the church, not separate from the church.  We are then all part of the true Israel of God.
4.  Once this occurs, everything I have written in this book also applies to Christian Jews.  Therefore, at the end of the age, it is very likely that present day Israel may very well be like a Christian nation.  And if Satan attacks all Christians, he will attack those Jews who love the Lord also.  Thus the literal Jerusalem may also be surrounded by the world against Christ, even as the spiritual Jerusalem God’s true church is also under attack by the enemies of Christ.  All of this would occur very close to when Jesus comes again.
5.  But I believe we must all be very careful not to confuse Jewish people who have rejected Christ as if they are His chosen people.  The Bible makes it very clear that everyone who claims to be a Jew outwardly is not necessarily a true Jew inwardly.   In Acts 3:19-23, Peter warns the Jews of his day to repent and turn to God so their sins may be wiped out and times of refreshing may come from the Lord.   Peter is a Jew who did just that.  									a. But he does not stop there.  He goes on to say that Jesus is the one who will bring those times of refreshing, and that Jesus is the one spoken about by Moses when he said:  “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything He tells you.  Anyone 
who does not listen to Him will be completely cut off from among His people.”  (Acts 3:22-23)													
		b. Unbelieving Jews who have rejected Christ have been completely cut off from among God’s people, just as we were told in Romans eleven.  To be grafted back into Christ, they must come to believe in Christ. 

	6.  Messianic Jews are God’s people, and all Gentiles who by faith have accepted Christ are also considered to be like unto Abraham’s children through the gospel.  That is what it says in Gal. 3:7: “Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.”  And again, “So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.” (Gal. 3:9) And again, “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” (Gal. 3:14)  
		a. Thus, we are now partakers of the blessing of Abraham through Christ because it is through Christ that all nations on the face of the earth can receive this blessing. (Gen. 12:1-3)
		b. That is why we are told in Heb. 11:10 that Abraham “was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”  That is the holy city described in Revelation chapters twenty-one and twenty-two, the city Jesus went to prepare for all who believe.” (John 14:1-3) 

7.  All who believe in Jesus Christ are God’s “chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people that belong to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”               (I Peter 2:9)
8.  Like Paul, the desire of my heart and prayer to God is that many Jewish people may be saved.  (Rom. 10:1)  I believe it is going to happen, possibly very soon.  But until they do, let us not confuse the church of Jesus Christ with Israel according to the flesh. 
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POSTSCRIPT

If you are not a Christian but felt led to read this book, God may be leading you to accept Jesus Christ into your life to be your Lord and Savior.  That way you will be prepared to meet God when you die and know you will go to heaven to be with Jesus.  If you would like to do that, here are some verses from God’s Word to help you. 
John 3:16 says: “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever will believe in Him, will not perish, but have everlasting life.” (KJV) Put your name in that verse and claim it in faith.  God so loved you that He sent Jesus to die on the cross for your sins, so that you will not perish and be punished by God for your sins.  All you need to do is believe in Jesus, ask Him to forgive you for your sins (I John 1:9), and trust Him to save you instead.
In John 1:12, it says: “To all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  To believe in Jesus means you are willing to commit your life to Jesus by asking Him to live in your heart by faith.  That enables you to be part of God’s family and receive all the blessings that come with that.  It means Jesus will “never leave you nor forsake you.” (Heb. 13:5) He will also be there to help you with your problems and teach you how to live like a Christian. (Heb. 13:6)  And when your time comes to meet God, Jesus will take you to be with Him. (John 14:1-4)
If you would like to learn more about God, you are encouraged to find a church that teaches God’s Word.  If you live near Sidney, Ohio, Pastor Gnade invites you to attend the First Baptist Church, located on the corner of North and Miami.
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